Kowalski  moved 
to  rehab  facility 

Last-minute  appeal  fails  by  father  of  disabled 
lesbian 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  Donald  Kowalski’s 
days  of  calling  the  shots  may  be  over.  His 
power  to  prevent  his  disabled  daughter, 
Sharon  Kowalski,  from  receiving  the 
testing,  treatment  and  rehabilitation  she 
needs  is  slowly  being  eroded  by  a  Duluth 
judge.  And  Donald  may  no  longer  be  able  to 
keep  his  daughter’s  lover,  Karen  Thomp¬ 
son,  from  seeing  Sharon. 

Donald  Kowalski  was  awarded  full  guar¬ 
dianship  of  Sharon  in  1985  following  a  1983  car 
accident  in  which  she  suffered  brain 
damage.  Since  that  time  he  has  established  a 
dubious  record  as  the  person  looking  out  for 


his  daughter’s  interests.  Not  only  has  he  fail¬ 
ed  to  have  Sharon  tested  for  competency  as 
ordered  by  the  court  in  the  guardianship 
case,  but  also  he  fought  the  legal  efforts  to 
force  him  to  comply  with  the  testing  re¬ 
quirements.  He  sent  Sharon  to  a  nursing 
home  in  Hibbing,  Minn.  —  a  facility  ruled 
unacceptable  for  Sharon’s  care  by  a  court  in 
1984.  He  specifically  banned  Thompson 
from  contacting  Sharon  in  any  way,  despite 
Sharon’s  expressed  wishes  to  see  her  lover. 
Most  recently,  after  District  Court  Judge 
Robert  Campbell  ordered  Dec.  28  that 
Sharon  be  moved  to  a  rehabilitation  facility 
in  Duluth  where  she  could  work  on  her  com¬ 
munication  skills  and  undergo  further 


evaluation,  Donald  Kowalski  attempted  one 
more  time  to  keep  Sharon  locked  away  in 
Hibbing.  He  and  his  former  lawyer,  Jack 
Fena,  got  Campbell  to  delay  the  scheduled 
Jan.  3  move  of  Sharon  from  Hibbing  to 
Duluth  so  that  they  could  prepare  an  appeal. 

The  only  thing  Donald  could  come  up 
with  was  a  letter  from  Fena  to  Campbell 
with  an  affidavit  from  William  Wilson, 
Donald  Kowalski’s  family  physician. 
Wilson  is  the  doctor  who  argued  in  the  guar¬ 
dianship  case  that  Thompson  should  not  be 
allowed  to  visit  Sharon  because  their 
previous  sexual  relationship  would  make 
Thompson  likely  to  “molest”  Sharon.  In 
the  recent  appeal  Wilson’s  letter  indicated 
that  he  had  reviewed  the  medical  evidence  in 
the  case  and  had  determined  that  the  move 
would  be  harmful  to  Sharon  and  that  he  had 
instructed  the  nursing  home  staff  in  Hibbing 
not  to  comply  with  orders  to  move  her. 
Campbell,  whose  own  team  of  medical 
evaluators  issued  a  report  in  mid-December 
recommending  the  move,  was  angered  by 
Donald  Kowalski’s  appeal,  according  to  to 
observers  in  the  case. 

“Campbell  personally  took  over  the  ar¬ 
rangements  to  move  Sharon,”  said  Thomp¬ 
son,  in  an  interview  with  GCN.  And  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  17,  Sharon  Kowalski  was 
moved  to  the  Miller-Dwan  Medical  Center 
in  Duluth. 

“I’m  thrilled  this  has  finally  happened,” 
said  Thompson,  “but  I’m  infuriated  that 
the  move  has  taken  so  long.  At  least  now 
Sharon  will  be  receiving  the  treatment  she 
Continued  on  page  12 


Fruit  picked  in  Jersey  rest 
stop 

Up  to  500  men  arrested  for  pulling  penises  out  in  front  of 
urinal 


My  sisters  from  the  United  Fruit  Com¬ 
pany  and  I  were  on  our  way  home  from  the 
AIDS  actions  in  D.C.  last  October,  still 
coming  down  from  the  civil  disobedience 
that  morning  at  the  FDA .  We  stopped  at  the 
Vince  Lombardi  Service  Area  on  the  New 
Jersey  Turnpike  for  gas  and  a  piss.  I  went  in 
to  the  restroom;  as  l  was  washing  my  hands 
to  leave,  I  saw  two  men  cruising  me  in  the 
mirror.  Both  were  good-looking  —  in  their 
twenties,  short  dark  hair,  jeans,  flannel 
shirts,  work  boots.  One  was  standing  at  the 
urinal  beating  off,  the  other  was  leaning 
against  the  back  wall  groping  himself  and 
moaning  at  me.  Wild!  I  went  up  to  the 
urinal;  the  one  against  the  wall  leaned  over 
trying  to  watch  me  take  my  cock  out,  and 
then  came  over  to  the  urinal  next  to  me. 

They  both  began  to  jack  off,  one  on  each 


side.  I  was  getting  turned  on.  But  it  was  all 
happening  too  quickly,  and  besides,  they 
seemed  to  be  hiding  their  cocks.  It  seemed 
weird,  and  anyway,  the  Fruits  were  waiting 
for  me.  The  two  of  them  stared  at  my  cock 
as  I  buttoned  my  jeans  and  turned  to  leave. 
Out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye  I  noticed  them 
nod  to  each  other.  *  ‘Oh,  shit!  Fag  bashers! '  ’ 
/  thought  —  I  knew  there ’d  been  something 
wrong.  As  I  hurried  toward  the  door  they 
hurried  after  me.  “Sir.  Sir.  Sir!”  I  felt  a 
hand  on  my  shoulder.  “You’re  under 
arrest.  ” 

—  anonymous  member  of  United 
Fruit  Company  in  a  Jan.  7  letter  to  GCN. 

By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  JERSEY  —  As  many  as  500  men 
Continued  on  page  6 


An  interview  with  members  of  Leni  Malone's 
AIDS  support  group:  Jan  Puibello,  Berit  Pratt, 
Michelle  Baxter,  Michelle  A.  Gabow  and  Betsy 


FDA  shuts  the  door  on 
DHPG 

AIDS  activists  charge  that  rulings  on  promising  treatment 
force  PWAs  into  clinical  trials  that  threaten  their  eyesight 


By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  Despite  what  activists  say  is 
overwelming  evidence  that  the  anti-viral 
drug  DHPG  is  effective  fighting  CMV 
retinitis  —  a  common  eye  infection  among 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  —  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA)  refuses  to  back 
down  from  its  Dec.  2  decision  to  deny  licens¬ 
ing  of  the  drug  without  scientific  clinical 
trials.  As  a  result,  ACT  UP/Boston  plans  a 
Jan.  26  demonstration  at  the  Boston  FDA 
affiliate  office.  Claiming  the  current  FDA 
study  will  deprive  some  participants  of  their 
eyesight,  ACT  UP  demands  an  end  to  the 
study  and  the  immediate  FDA  approval  of 
DHPG. 

ACT  UP  claims  DHPG,  also  know  as 
Ganciclovir,  is  effective  fighting  CMV 
retinitis  —  an  infection  of  the  eye  retina  by 
cytomegalovirus  (CMV)  —  in  at  least  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  who  have  the  disease. 
DHPG  is  also  believed  to  be  effective  com¬ 
batting  a  number  of  CMV-related  condi¬ 
tions,  including  diarrhea,  encephalitis  and 
emaciation. 

The  National  Institute  of  Allergy  and  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases  (NIAID),  in  a  preliminary 
report  on  the  DHPG  protocol  obtained  by 
GCN,  claims  the  drug  is  at  least  70  percent  ef¬ 
fective.  And  the  drug’s  manufacturer, 
Syntex  Corporation  of  California,  provided 
the  FDA  with  extensive  documentation  of 
DHPG’s  effectiveness  in  over  5,000  cases. 
Yet  the  agency’s  advisory  committee  on 
licensing  voted  1 1-2  to  deny  the  company  an 
exemption  to  its  strict  licensing  re¬ 
quirements,  according  to  Stephen  Busby  of 
ACT  UP.  The  advisory  committee  said  the 
evidence  presented  did  not  satisfy  the  FDA’s 
strict  requirements  for  drug  protocols.  In 
addition,  the  FDA  refused  to  allow  Syntex 
to  continue  its  policy  of  providing  the  drug 
on  a  “compassionate  use”  basis,  which 
allows  doctors  to  prescribe  an  experimental 
drug  in  cases  where  they  think  it  can  help, 
even  though  the  treatment  is  not  officialy 


approved. 

The  FDA’s  action  effectively  cuts  off 
availability  of  DHPG  except  in  clinical  trials 
or  treatment  Investigative  New  Drugs  (treat¬ 
ment  INDs  allow  a  limited  number  of  PWAs 
to  receive  drugs  without  entering  a  formal 
clinical  trial).  Jeff  Barmeyer,  president  of 
Boston’s  PWA  Coalition,  told  GCN  that  the 
FDA’s  ruling  is  an  attempt  to  force  many 
PWAs.  into  clinical  trials  that  are 
underenrolled.  “It’s  clear  from  everyday 
usage  the  drug  is  effective,  yet  they  still 
claim  it’s  not  proven  because  it  hasn’t  been 
tested  in  one  of  their  elegantly  designed, 
controlled  trials.  The  FDA  is  moving 
backwards,  not  even  holding  the  line.  As  a 
PWA  who  is  CMV  positive,  it’s  frightening  I 
may  not  be  able  to  get  the  drug  anymore,” 
said  Barmeyer. 

But  ACT  UP  claims  the  clinical  trials  are 
not  only  unnecessary  but  risk  the  eyesight  of 
some  participants  who,  because  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  study,  will  not  reveive  DHPG  un¬ 
til  the  onset  of  retinitis.  FDA  spokesperson 
Brad  Stone  disagreed.  He  said  the  agency 
has  replaced  nearly  all  the  widely  criticized 
placebo  trials  with  “positive  control  arm 
studies.”  (Placebo  trials  are  considered  to 
be  unethical  by  AIDS  activists  because  a  cer¬ 
tain  percentage  of  participants  receive  non¬ 
drug  substitutes,  leaving  them  without  treat¬ 
ment.)  Stone  said  positive  control  arm 
studies  closely  monitor  participants  who  do 
not  receive  the  drug.  If  the  participant’s 
condition  begins  to  deteriorate,  the  drug  is 
immediately  administered. 

But  Busby  said  the  new  trials  are  even 
more  “insidious”  than  placebo  trials 
because  they  “appear  to  be  ethical  on  the 
surface.”  He  said  that  because  retinitis  pro¬ 
gresses  rapidly  in  many  PWAs,  even  those 
who  are  closely  monitored  risk  permanent 
injury  to  their  sight.  “It’s  the  kind  of 
political  chicanery  we  have  come  to  expect 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Laqudidas  is  swell.  Eumelos  is  best  in 
the  dance.  But  Krimon,  best  in  the  ‘whanger 
bop,’  has  warmed  the  heart  of  Simias.” 

—  Gay  Greek  graffiti  from  a  boulder 
on  the  Greek  island  of  Thera,  circa  730  BC. 
According  to  a  story  in  The  Boston  Globe, 
University  of  Wisconsin  Classics  professor 
Barry  Powell  is  using  his  translation  of  the 
etchings  to  support  his  theory  that  the  Greek 
alphabet  was  invented  to  record  poetry.  Ap¬ 
parently  when  Powell  announced  his  fin¬ 
dings,  Globe  readers  were  less  interested  in 
his  theory  than  how  he  arrived  at  the  slang 
term  “whanger  bop.  ”  “It  just  came  into  my 
head,  you  know . . .  dancing. . .  It  just  seemed 
to  fit ”  Powell  told  the  Globe.  The  term 
literally  means  “dust,  ”  but  in  this  case,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Powell,  it  denotes  wrestling  or 
dancing  on  the  ground.  Will  the  whanger 
bop  be  the  queer  dance  craze  of  1989? 

Bogus  “AIDS 
Insurance”  company 
agrees  to 
settlement 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  An  insurance  com¬ 
pany  that  sold  policies  to  cover  AIDS- 
related  expenses  reached  a  settlement  Jan.  5 
with  a  man  who  charged  the  company  with 
breach  of  contract  and  false  advertising. 
Coastal  Insurance,  which  briefly  offered  the 
“AIDS  1000”  policy,  agreed  to  pay  an 
unspecified  sum  to  six  San  Francisco-area 
charities  one  week  after  a  Superior  Court 
judge  ordered  the  suit  to  proceed  to  trial. 
The  man  who  brought  the  suit,  Gary  Frantz, 
died  of  AIDS  in  December  1987. 

Frantz  brought  the  suit  against  Coastal  in 
September  of  1987  claiming  the  company 
had  refused  to  pay  $78,000  in  claimed 
benefits,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  Frantz  had  purchased  coverage 
for  AIDS  medical  expenses  in  August  of 
1985,  and  he  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in 
March  of  1986.  According  to  the  suit,  When 
Frantz  applied  for  benefits  in  April  of  1986, 
Coastal  refused  to  pay  the  claims,  telling 
Frantz  his  illness  was  a  “pre-existing”  con¬ 
dition. 

“Coastal  Insurance  made  a  boldfaced  at¬ 
tempt  to  profit  on  the  epidemic  of  fear 
associated  with  AIDS,”  Alice  Philipson, 
Frantz’s  attorney,  told  the  BAR. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

It’s  not  only  rock  ‘n 
roll 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  record  stores 
here  received  bomb  threats  in  early  January 
after  a  guitarist  for  Ozzy  Osbourne 
reportedly  encouraged  gaybashing  at  a  con¬ 
cert.  Both  Tower  Records  outlets  in  San 
Francisco  received  threats  from  callers  who 
said  they  would  be  firebombed  if  they  did 
not  remove  all  their  Ozzy  Osbourne  records, 
tapes,  CDs  and  videos,  according  to  the  San 
Francisco  Sentinel. 

Although  one  of  the  stores  temporarily 
removed  its  Osbourne  materials,  the 
manager  of  the  other  store  told  the  Sentinel 
he  would  not  comply  with  the  threat.  “I  feel 
this  is  America  and  everybody  has  the  right 
to  express  their  own  opinion,”  said  Robert 
Olson. 

According  to  the  report  in  the  Sentinel, 
guitarist  Zakk  Wylde  told  Osbourne  con- 
certgoers  on  New  Year’s  Eve  in  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  “If  you  see  them  [homosexuals], 
bash  their  heads  in  the  ground.”  Jack 
Castiglione,  chair  of  Dignity  Long  Beach,  a 
gay  Catholic  organization  that  protested  the 
guitarist’s  gaybashing  message,  said  “Not 
only  should  he  be  banned  from  performing 
again  in  Long  Beach,  but  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  should  be  alerted  whenever  he  appears 


and  have  those  concerts  stopped.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Beware  of 
‘microcondoms’ 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  seems  determined  to 
allow  manufacturers  of  two  new  types  of 
condoms  to  go  ahead  with  marketing  the 
devices,  despite  warnings  by  the  National 
Women’s  Health  Network  that  neither  pro¬ 
duct  has  been  tested  properly. 

Cindy  Pearson  of  the  Network  told  GCN 
that  both  the  “microcondom”  and  the 
“female  condom”  had  been  approved 
without  testing  because  the  FDA  deemed  the 
products  “substantially  similar”  to  tradi¬ 
tional  condoms  currently  on  the  market. 
Pearson  said  neither  new  device  had  been 
tested  for  effectiveness  in  the  prevention  of 
pregnancy  or  the  spread  of  disease.  She  said 
particular  attention  was  being  paid  to  the 
microcondom  because  manufacturers  are 
poised  to  put  it  on  the  market  as  soon  as 
final  FDA  approval  is  obtained. 

The  microcondom  is  a  miniature  version 
of  the  traditional  condom,  and  it  fits  over 
the  outer  tip  of  the  penis.  It  is  a  latex  device 
that  is  attached  to  the  head  of  the  penis  with 
an  adhesive  that  developers  claim  sticks  but 
is  easy  to  remove.  “Even  if  this  condom 
stays  on,”  said  Pearson,  “there  have  been 
no  tests  indicating  that  semen  can’t  get  by 
the  adhesive.” 

Pearson  said  FDA  officials  “stuck  by” 
their  approval  of  the  microcondom  in  a 
meeting  with  representatives  of  the  Health 
Network,  but  that  they  agreed  to  refer  the 
matter  to  an  advisory  panel  of  outside  ex¬ 
perts.  The  advisory  panel  is  scheduled  to 
make  its  recommendation  on  Jan.  19. 

Pearson  said  the  “female  condom,” 
which  she  described  as  a  bikini  panty  with  a 
condom  built  into  it,  has  also  not  been 
tested,  but  “is  not  close  to  being  on  the 
market.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

‘Black/Out’ 
submissions  sought 

BOSTON  —  The  theme  of  the  next  issue 
of  Black/Out,  the  biannual  magazine 
published  by  the  National  Coalition  for 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  is  “We  are  fami¬ 
ly.”  Submissions  are  welcome  on  such 
topics  as:  role  models  in  the  Black  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  relationships  with  our 
families  of  origin,  relationships  between 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Black  gay 
fathers  and  lesbian  mothers,  etc. 

Three  editors  from  across  the  country  will 
collaborate  on  this  issue;  Angela  Bowen  of 
Boston,  Ayofemi  Stowe  Folayan  of  Los 
Angeles,  and  Colin  Robinson  of  New  York. 

Articles,  short  stories,  journal  entries, 
line  drawings  and  poetry  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced  and  sent  with  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  by  Feb.  15  to 
Ayofemi  Stowe  Folayan,  P.O.  Box  4811, 
Culver  City,  CA  90211.  All  other  cor¬ 
respondence  and  questions  should  be  sent  to 
Angela  Bowen,  c/o  Black/Out,  P.O.  Box 
426,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

□  Angela  Bowen 

Supreme  Court  CD 
gives  surplus  to 
ACT  UP/NY 
subgroup 

WASHINGTON  —  The  national 
organizers  for  the  Supreme  Court  civil 
disobedience  (CD)  action  held  Oct.  13,  1987 
have  wrapped  up  the  final  details  of  the 
event  and  have  given  the  $500  in  surplus 
funds  to  the  Majority  Action  Committee  of 
ACT  UP/New  York. 

In  a  press  statement  the  organizers  said 
they  decided  to  donate  the  money  to  an 
organization  that:  carries  out  the  spirit  of 
the  Supreme  Court  CD;  reaches  primarily 
people  of  color  through  its  organizing;  and 
can  effectively  benefit  from  a  relatively 
small  amount  of  money.  The  statement  said 
the  Majority  Action  Committee  is  “an  ex¬ 
citing  model  for  other  communities  to  build 
upon.  ACT  UP/New  York  continues  the 
important  work  of  sharing  its  skills  and 
resources  with  other  cities  and  the  Majority 
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Action  Committee,  focused  specifically  on 
People  of  Color  and  AIDS,  is  a  unique 
grouping  within  the  country.  CD  organizers 
hope  to  see  additional  Majority  Action  com¬ 
mittees  formed  throughout  the  AIDS  Move¬ 
ment  —  with  New  York’s  help.” 

The  organizers  also  noted  that  the  hand¬ 
books  designed  for  and  used  during  the 
Supreme  Court  action  “For  Love,  Life  and 
Liberation”  are  still  available  for  the  cost  of 
postage.  Send  estimated  postage  costs  to 
Eileen  Hansen,  238-A  Castro  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114,  or  call  (415)621-5620. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  women  hold 
vigil  for  justice 

BOSTON  —  A  coalition  of  women’s  and 
progressive  groups  has  organized  an  ongo¬ 
ing  vigil  to  publicly  show  concern  over  a 
number  of  issues.  The  organizers  of  the 
vigil,  which  will  be  held  for  one  hour  once  a 
month,  represent  “a  number  of  community 
groups  that  actively  seek  justice  for  the  poor 
and  dispossessed  in  our  country  and  around 
the  world.” 

According  to  vigil  organizers,  “We  wear 
black  because  [we]  were  inspired  by  the 
Women  in  Black  in  Israel  who  hold  weekly 
vigils  against  the  occupation  of  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza.  We  join  the  ranks  of 
women  who  hold  vigils  in  Argentina  and  El 
Salvador  seeking  information  about  their 
missing  family  members  and  peace  in  their 
countries.” 

Participants  are  urged  to  assemble  at  Park 
Street  Station  from  5:30  to  6:30  p.m.  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  every  month.  Wear 
dark  clothes  and  bring  a  light  and  a  sign. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

People  with  HIV  to 
convene  in 
Denmark 

COPENHAGEN  —  “Positivgruppen,”  a 
Danish  organization  of  people  who  are  HIV 
antibody  positive,  will  host  the  Third  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  of  HIV  Positives  May 
3-7.  The  conference  will  feature  workshops 
and  lectures  as  well  as  cultural  and  social 
events.  For  more  information  about  the 
conference,  contact  Positivgruppen  at 
Postboks  56,  Dk-2650  Hvidovre,  Denmark. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Fierstein  teleplay 
wins  cable  awards 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Actor-playwright 
Harvey  Fierstein’s  Tidy  Endings,  a  Home 
Box  Office  (HBO)  special  which  aired  last 
year,  won  four  ACE  Awards  in  the  cable 
television  industry’s  10th  ceremony  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Academy  of  Cable 
programming,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

Tidy  Endings  was  named  Best  Dramatic 
or  Theatrical  Special,  and  Fierstein  was 
named  Best  Writer.  The  one-hour  program, 
adapted  from  a  play  in  Fierstein’s  Safe  Sex 
trilogy,  told  the  tale  of  an  ex-wife  and  male 
lover  of  a  recently  deceased  person  with 
AIDS  attempting  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the 
dead  man.  Fierstein’s  co-star,  Stockard 
Channing,  was  named  Best  Actress  and  its 
director  was  also  honored.  Fierstein,  cur¬ 
rently  starring  in  the  movie  adaptation  of  his 
Broadway  hit  Torch  Song  Trilogy,  plans  on 
adapting  another  play  from  Safe  Sex  for 
HBO  this  year. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be 
A  Parent 

when  you’re  considering 
coming  out  to  your  children 
. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous 
of  your  kids. .  .when  your  ‘ex’ 
can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle 
. .  .when  you  don’t  know 
other  gay  parents. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Phoenix . S268RT 

Albuquerque . $31 8RT 

San  J uan . . . ; . $259RT 

San  Diego . $298RT 

Key  West . $274RT 

Los  Angeles . S318RT 

Mexico  City . $378RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Accused  gaybasher 
cleared  of  related  charge 

Assaulted  gay  man  says  he'll  still  testify  in  face  of  verdict 


Frank’s  rule  changes  to 
protect  AIDS  legislation 
ok’d  by  House 

Lobbyists,  claiming  Bush  will  be  “easier  to  work  with,  “ 
brace  for  yet  another  onslaught  by  the  right 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  As  the  101st  Con¬ 
gress  gets  underway,  lesbian  and  gay  lob¬ 
byists,  still  smarting  from  a  number  of  set¬ 
backs  in  1988,  hope  legislative  rule  changes 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  will  aid 
their  efforts  to  further  the  lesbian  and  gay 
legislative  agenda  this  year. 

The  House  Jan.  3  accepted  two  rule 
changes  proposed  by  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.),  aimed  at  making  it  more  difficult 
for  right-wing  members  of  the  House  to  at¬ 
tach  homophobic  amendments  to  House 
bills,  especially  AIDS  appropriation  bills. 
Last  year,  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer 
(R-Calif.)  was  able  to  stall  or  kill  several 
bills  by  attaching  anti-gay  amendments. 

Although  the  rule  changes  will  apply  to 
any  type  of  bill,  they  are  designed  to  help  the 
Democratic  leadership  work  with  leaders  of 
the  Appropriations  Committee  to  devise 
alternatives  to  right-wing  amendments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Frank.  One  rule  change  allows 
the  House  Speaker  to  postpone  debate  and 
votes  on  amendments  for  at  least  one  day. 
The  other  requires  debate  on  amendments 
to  be  divided  equally  between  the  maker  of 
the  motion  and  those  who  oppose  it.  These 
changes  are  necessary,  according  to  Frank, 
because  right-wing  legislators  have  succeed¬ 
ed  in  forcing  votes  on  homophobic  amend¬ 
ments  before  opposition  could  be  mounted 
against  them.  Frank  told  GCA  he  hoped  the 
rule  changes  would  help  frustrate  attempts 
by  the  right-wing,  led  by  Dannemeyer,  to 
create  anti-gay  hysteria  over  AIDS  bills. 

“[The  rule  changes]  are  a  shrewd  tactic 
employed  by  Frank.  They  will  help  throw 
water  on  demagogic  surprise  attacks  against 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community,”  said  lob¬ 
byist  Robert  Bray  of  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  (HRCF). 

Frank’s  rule  changes,  however,  only  af¬ 
fect  the  House.  Last  year,  Sens.  Gordon 
Humphrey  (R-N.H.)  and  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)  attached  several  homophobic 
amendments  to  Senate  bills,  including  the 
infamous  “Helms  amendment,”  which  pro¬ 
hibits  federal  funding  of  AIDS  educational 
material  and  programs  that  “promote 
homosexuality.”  Although  the  Helms 
amendment  was  later  watered  down.  Helms 
has  succeeded  in  intimidating  AIDS 
educators,  who  say  they  are  aware  of  poten¬ 
tial  censorship. 

Frank  said  the  changes  would  help  the 
House  stand  up  to  the  Senate.  “Most  of  the 
[anti-lesbian  and  gay  legislation]  gets  stop¬ 
ped  in  the  House  because  it  is  more  liberal 
than  the  Senate.  But  the  House  lets  the 
Senate  get  away  with  too  much.  This  will 
help  the  House  resist  the  Senate.”  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  said,  the  rule  changes  will  allow  pro¬ 
gay  representatives  and  lesbian/gay  lob¬ 
byists  the  time  to  formulate  strategy  to 
derail  the  right-wing  before  a  vote  is  taken. 
“Many  people  tell  us  that  they  agree  with 
our  position  but  can’t  vote  with  us  because 


By  Michael  Bronski 

BOSTON  —  Joseph  Vincent  Farinella,  a 
Boston  resident  since  1975  died  of  AIDS- 
related  pneumonia  Nov.  30,  1988  at  Mount 
Auburn  Hospital.  He  was  40  years  old. 

Farinella  was  bom  in  Hartford,  Conn, 
and  attended  Wethersfield  High  School 
before  he  began  his  training  as  an  artist  — 
first  at  Silver  Mind  College  of  Art  in  Nor¬ 
walk  and  then  at  the  University  of  Hartford. 
After  moving  to  Boston  Farinella  began  to 
make  a  name  for  himself  as  a  decorative 
painter  specializing  in  interior  design.  Over 
the  years  he  gained  the  respect  of  his  clients, 
designers  and  fellow  artists  for  his  skill  in 
creating  murals  and  European-style  decora¬ 
tions  on  furniture.  He  was  also  well  known 
among  antique  dealers  and  collectors  for  his 
furniture  restoration. 

After  moving  to  Boston  Farinella  worked 
closely  with  his  brother  Salvatore  and  Sal’s 
lover  Roger  Steams  in  their  newly  formed 
decorative  painting  business  which  supplied 


of  the  political  climate.  The  rule  changes 
will  make  it  easier  to  side  with  us....  After 
all,  most  of  the  members  don’t  agree  with 
Dannemeyer  and  the  Right,  but  are  in¬ 
timidated  by  him,”  said  Frank. 

Tom  Sheridan,  a  lobbyist  for  the  AIDS 
Action  Council  in  Washington,  warned  that 
although  the  rule  changes  give  the  com¬ 
munity  “an  upper  hand  for  the  first  time,” 
the  right-wing  may  simply  “come  up  with 
creative  ways  to  get  around  the  rules.  The 
key  for  us  is  to  not  be  defensive.  We  need  to 


Barney  Frank 


do  a  better  job  framing  the  issues  because 
the  goal  is  to  change  minds  not  to  just  have 
the  best  strategy.”  The  National  Organiza¬ 
tions  Responding  to  AIDS  (NORA),  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  over  120  AIDS  organizations,  is 
stronger  than  ever  and  will  be  more  effective 
fighting  the  right-wing  than  last  year,  said 
Sheridan. 

The  rule  changes,  adopted  by  the 
Democratic  Caucus  Committee  on  Rules, 
take  effect  Jan.  20  when  President-elect 
George  Bush  is  officially  inaugurated. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  legislative  agenda 

In  addition  to  fending  off  anti-gay  legisla¬ 
tion,  gay  lobbyists  will  also  go  on  the  offen¬ 
sive.  The  following  bills,  which  failed  to 
pass  Congress  in  1988,  will  be  re-introduced 
this  year: 

•  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  pro¬ 
hibits  discrimination  based  on  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  status  along  with  a  number  of  other 
disabilities; 

•  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  Act  adds 
sexual  orientation  to  an  already  existing  bill 
prohibiting  discrimination  based  on  race, 
religion  and  ethnicity; 

•  the  Hate-crime  Statistics  Act  mandates 
that  the  Justice  Department  keep  detailed 
data  on  hate-related  crimes  against  ethnic, 
racial,  religious  and  sexual  minorities; 

•  the  Immigration  Exclusion  and  Depor- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


wall  murals  and  painted  furniture  to  many 
of  Boston’s  most  famous  interior  designers 
and  design  firms.  It  was  during  this  time  that 
Farinella  met  Bob  Donner  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  lovers  until  Donner’s  death  this  past 
August.  Farinella’s  brother  Salvatore  died  a 
month  before  in  July. 

In  1977  Salvatore  Farinella  published 
Thieves  to  Flesh,  a  book  of  poetry  which 
featured  a  cover  illustration  by  his  brother 
Joseph.  The  dedication  of  the  book  read 
“To  my  brother,  Joseph,  who  has  once 
again  become  my  brother.” 

Besides  Roger  Stearns  (who  nursed  Salva¬ 
tore,  Joseph  and  Bob  Donner  through  their 
final  months)  Joseph  Farinella  leaves  a  son, 
Cory,  in  South  Windsor,  Conn.;  his 
parents,  two  sisters  and  a  maternal  grand¬ 
mother. 

A  memorial  service  for  Farinella  will  be 
held  sometime  in  January.  □ 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  A  jury  deliberated  less  than 
two  hours  before  it  found  a  29-year-old 
former  Weymouth  police  officer  not  guilty 
of  violating  an  injunction  preventing  him 
“from  further  assaulting,  threatening,  in¬ 
timidating,  or  insulting”  the  gay  man  he  is 
accused  of  assaulting.  The  restraining  order, 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  was  issued  by 
Attorney  General  James  M.  Shannon’s  of¬ 
fice  to  prevent  Charles  F.  Foley,  Jr.  from  in¬ 
timidating  Ronald  Davis,  a  gay  man. 

Foley  was  charged  Dec.  9  with  violating 
the  restraining  order  on  several  occasions  by 
following,  verbally  assaulting,  and  threaten¬ 
ing  Davis,  the  man  he  was  arrested  for 
assaulting  in  Nov.  1987  in  the  Haymarket 
club,  a  gay  men’s  bar  in  Boston’s  Combat 
Zone. 

Foley,  along  with  two  other  straight  men, 
Robert  Gentile  and  Alfred  A.  Guiod,  Jr., 
will  also  face  criminal  charges  of  assault  and 
battery,  assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 
and  falsely  identifying  themselves  as  city 
and  state  police  officers.  The  three  men  have 
also  been  charged  with  two  counts  of  in¬ 
terference  with  Davis’  civil  rights. 

Davis  told  the  jury  of  10  women  and  two 
men  that  on  Dec.  4,  1988  —  two  weeks 
before  he  was  scheduled  to  testify  in  the 
criminal  case  against  Foley,  Gentile,  and 
Guiod  —  Foley  followed  him  by  car  for 
several  miles  along  the  highway  and  then  to 
his  workplace.  According  to  Davis’ 
testimony,  Foley  then  rolled  down  the  win¬ 
dow  and  yelled  “Hey  faggot!  You  better 
keep  your  fucking  faggot  mouth  shut  or  me 
and  my  friends  are  going  to  get  you.” 
Before  driving  away,  Foley  pointed  his 
finger  at  Davis  and  said,  “You  better 
remember  that,”  said  Davis. 

Davis  also  testified  that  a  car  similar  to 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Newly-released  statistics 
reveal  that  the  number  of  reported  violent 
incidents  motivated  by  anti-gay  sentiments 
rose  19  percent  in  1988  in  Massachusetts. 
According  to  the  figures  released  in  mid- 
January  by  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  there  were  80  documented  incidents 
of  anti-gay  violence  in  1988,  compared  to  67 
documented  in  1987. 

However,  these  figures  are  a  gross  under¬ 
estimation  of  the  true  number  of  violent  in¬ 
cidents  caused  by  anti-gay  sentiments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  victim  recovery  advocates.  Joyce 
Collier  of  the  Fenway’s  Victim  Recovery 
Program  is  also  working  to  compile  what 
she  believes  will  be  more  accurate  figures, 
that,  she  hopes,  will  influence  legislators  to 
approve  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  legislation. 

Referring  to  the  pending  lesbian/gay  civil 
rights  bill  in  Massachusetts,  Collier  told 
GCN,  “What  legislators  keep  saying  over 
and  over  is  ‘There  are  no  statistics,  no  facts. 
We  don’t  believe  discrimination  exists.’” 
Collier  added,  “I  believe  that  when  our 
leaders  fail  to  endorse  legislation,  then  those 
leaders  are  sending  a  message  that  it’s  okay 
to  hate  gay  people  and  discriminate  against 
gay  people.  And  for  a  lot  of  people,  there’s  a 
thin  line  between  hatred  ...  and  acting  on 
those  feelings.” 

This  year,  Collier  and  Gordon  Tuttle,  co¬ 
coordinators  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Pro¬ 
gram,  are  soliciting  the  participation  of  gay 
and  lesbian  groups  state-wide.  The  Victim 
Recovery  Project  is  undertaking  “the 
largest  effort  ever  in  Massachusetts  to  look 
at  anti-gay  violence,”  according  to  Collier. 

Of  the  80  documented  cases  of  anti¬ 
violence  in  1988: 

•  two  people  were  murdered; 

•  22  were  physically  or  verbally  abused  by 
police  (including  the  14  activists  arrested  in 
the  State  House  for  participating  in  civil 
disobedience  to  protest  the  failure  of  the 
legislature  to  pass  the  gay  rights  bill); 

•  34  were  physically  assaulted  with  or 
without  weapons; 


the  car  Foley  followed  him  in,  a  red  Hyun¬ 
dai,  tailgated  him  on  several  occasions  dur¬ 
ing  the  three  weeks  prior  to  the  Dec.  15  date 
he  was  scheduled  to  testify.  According  to 
Davis,  he  noted  the  license  plate  numbers  of 
the  car  on  two  occasions.  On  Dec.  3,  after 
being  followed  to  a  shopping  mall  and 
through  the  parking  lot,  Davis  said  he  decid¬ 
ed  to  have  the  car’s  registration  checked.  At 
that  time,  Davis  said  he  also  asked  police  to 
check  the  registration  of  a  second  car  he  had 
seen  parked  in  front  of  his  home. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  registration  infor¬ 
mation,  Davis  said  he  told  police  he  thought 
his  groceries  had  been  mistakenly  loaded  in¬ 
to  one  of  two  cars  that  left  the  grocery  store 
parking  lot  ahead  of  him. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Judith  E. 
Beals  presented  as  evidence  copies  of  the 
registrations  for  the  two  cars  Davis  iden¬ 
tified.  The  red  Hyundai  is  registered  to 
Foley  and  the  other  car  is  registered  to  his 
father. 

Foley  testified  that  he  did  not  know 
Davis’  home  address  or  workplace  prior  to 
the  trial,  and  that  he  was  not  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  alleged  harassment  on  any  of  the  oc¬ 
casions  detailed  in  Davis’  testimony.  He  ad¬ 
ded  that  he  has  never  driven  his  father’s 
cars.  Gerard  Kirby,  Foley’s  attorney,  called 
several  witnesses  to  testify  to  Foley’s 
whereabouts  on  the  dates  in  question  —  all 
identified  themselves  as  Foley’s  family 
members  or  close  friends.  Three  of  the 
witnesses  testified  to  remembering  the  exact 
time  Foley  was  in  their  presence,  and  one 
witness’  written  testimony  of  the  time  he 
saw  Foley  conflicted  with  his  verbal 
testimony  by  two  hours. 

Kirby  argued  that  Davis  completely 
Continued  on  page  12 


•  27  were  verbally  harassed  or  threatened 
with  violence; 

•  two  were  spat  upon; 

•  two  were  robbed. 

Collier  also  noted  that  five  of  the  assaults 
were  AIDS-related  and  that  10  men  reported 
being  raped  or  sexually  assaulted. 

In  reference  to  the  Victim  Recovery  Pro¬ 
gram’s  overall  findings  and  her  experience 
as  a  counselor,  Collier  stated,  “My  feeling  is 
this  is  just  a  very,  very  small  percentage  of 
the  actual  incidents  of  anti-gay  violence  in 
Massachusetts.  “This  number  80  is  just  [a 
small  representation.]  We  know  for  a  fact 
that  anti-gay  violence  is  more  extensive  than 
that....  These  [80  cases]  are  the  cases  that 
come  to  us  formally.  Whenever  I’m  talking 
to  someone  informally,  everyone’s  got  a 
story  to  tell.” 

Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  Anti- 
Violence  Project,  echoed  Collier’s  sen¬ 
timents.  “One'thing  that’s  apparent  is  that 
anti-gay  violence  remains  a  hidden 
problem.”  Even  though  Berrill  said  his  pro¬ 
ject  collected  data  on  7,008  incidents  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence  reported  from  around  the 
country  in  1987  —  ranging  from  verbal 
harassment  to  homicide  —  he  said  that  the 
number  does  not  reflect  the  true  magnitude 
of  the  problem. 

Collier  suggested  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  grown  so  accustomed  to  hatred 
and  violence  that  it  is  quite  often  expected  as 
a  normal  life  consequence  rather  than  an  in¬ 
cident  to  be  reported.  She  told  a  story  in 
which  a  gay  man,  when  asked  if  he  had  been 
a  victim  of  violence,  said  he  had  experienced 
“just  pebbles  thrown  at  me.” 

“We  have  to  start  fighting  back,  and  it’s 
numbers  that  impress  people,”  said  Collier. 
The  next  step,  she  added,  is  involving  the 
criminal  justice  system.  “And  as  discourag¬ 
ing  as  is  what  happened  to  Ron  Davis  (see 
story,  this  page),  we  have  to  keep  fighting 
back.”  □ 
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Joseph  Farinella,  40 


1988  anti-gay  violence 
stats  up  in  Mass. 

But  victim  recovery  advocates  maintain  figures  under¬ 
estimate  problem 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out"  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  darity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Collective  lips  tell  it  to 
George 

Dear  GCN : 

“Read  my  lips!” 

Every  time  George  Bush  slapped  us  with 
this  bullying  quip  during  this  past  campaign 
I  wanted  to  pull  one  of  my  men  friends  up 
close  to  me,  smack  a  luscious  kiss  together 
and  retort,  “Read  My  Lips,  George!” 

Despite  the  bad  press  and  the  dismal 
return  on  the  money  we  pay  our  govern¬ 
ment,  we  all  know  that  our  lesbian/gay  love, 
our  sexuality,  our  relationships,  our  ways  of 
seeing  and  being  in  the  world  are  potent  and 
powerful.  We  are  also  learning  that  our  love 
empowers  us  when  we  let  the  world  see  it, 
alive,  healthy,  creative,  even  demanding! 

Soon  we’ll  be  celebrating  Valentine’s 
Day,  a  day  of  love  and  lovers.  This  year  I’d 
like  to  inundate  the  White  House,  Congress, 
the  Supreme  Court,  ABC,  CBS,  etc...  with 
Lesbian/Gay  Valentine  wishes.  So  I  invite 
you  all  to  play  along  and  head  to  your 
favorite  lesbian/gay  cardshop,  find  your 
favorite  postcards  of  men  or  women  kissing, 
color  them  with  a  few  red  hearts,  inscribe 
them  with  a  ‘  ‘Read  My  Lips!  ’  ’  and  any  other 
quips  you  fancy.  Then  send  them  off  to 
George  Bush,  Justices  Rehnquist  or  O’Con¬ 
nor  or  to  whomever  you’d  like  to  read  your 
lips.  Let  our  collective  lips  daringly  speak 
our  love. 

Do  Be  My  Valentine! 

Michael  Neisen 
Monte  Rio,  Calif. 

Faeries  act  against  Operation 
Rescue 

Dear  GCN: 

With  all  the  discussion  on  strategies  for 
stopping  the  cancer  of  “Operation  Rescue” 
anti-choice  efforts,  I  would  like  to  share  the 
following  incident. 

My  faerie  girlfriend  Gary  Reynolds 
(Garoldine  Gurleen)  and  I  (Maybeline 
Gurleen)  had  travelled  upstate  from  New 
York  City  to  Ithaca  to  attend  a  gathering  of 
Radical  Faeries  (Goddess  Bless!)  for  the 
Winter  Solstice.  (By  the  way,  Faeries  are  not 
new  age.  We  are  old  age  —  reclaiming  a  lost 
tradition  for  our  people.)  After  a  day  with 
faeries,  Gary  and  I,  full  of  faerie  energy  and 
magic,  ventured  into  the  town  for  a  little 
shopping  and  cruising. 

As  we  drove  into  Ithaca,  we  spotted  some 
picketers.  We  noticed  that  the  building 
behind  the  protesters  was  a  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  office,  and  with  dawning  horror 
realized  that  we  were  encountering  funda¬ 
mentalist  crusaders.  About  10  men,  women 
and  children  were  carrying  placards  with 
clever  slogans  like  “stop  the  second 
holocaust.” 

We  pulled  the  car  to  the  curb  opposite  the 
marchers  and  booed  them.  They  responded 
with  typical  stoicism,  raising  their  placards 
and  chests  a  little  higher,  reveling  in  their 
martyrdom.  We  drove  off  to  park  the  car, 
disappointed  that  we  had  merely  fueled  their 
resolve. 

We  decided  that  we  simply  had  to  go  back 
and  somehow  create  a  counter-action.  We 
weren’t  sure  what  we  should  do,  but  took 
heed  of  Harry  Hay’s  advice  that  a  faerie  ac¬ 
tion  is  not  done  in  opposition  to  something, 
but  rather  comes  from  askance. 

We  walked  past  the  group,  ignoring  them, 
Gary  and  1  took  up  residence  against  a  tree 
about  10  feet  from  the  end  of  the  picket  line 
and  began  necking.  We  kissed  and  we  billed 
and  we  cooed,  and  we  talked  to  each  other 
about  how  much  we  loved  each  other,  all 
without  giving  the  others  so  much  as  a 


glance. 

Their  resolve  began  to  quickly  melt. 
Within  two  minutes,  a  young  mother  took 
her  two  children  out  of  the  picket  line  and 
hurriedly  ushered  them  away  from  the  scene 
lest  our  evil  influence  corrupt  them.  Then,  a 
woman  removed  herself  from  the  other 
members  and  stood  between  us  and  the 
others,  using  her  placard  to  try  and  shield 
the  picketers  from  the  view  of  our  amorous 
display.  We  moved  to  just  the  other  side  of 
the  placard  and  intensified  our  efforts.  The 
woman  quickly  skulked  back  to  the  safety  of 
her  heterodyne  peers. 

Gary  and  I  were  ebullient.  It  had  all  hap¬ 
pened  so  quickly  —  within  the  space  of  10 
minutes.  We  were  in  the  process  of  debrief¬ 
ing  ourselves  and  proclaiming  ourselves 
Gurleen  heroines  when  a  beautiful  man  ex¬ 
ited  the  clinic,  joined  us,  and  thanked  us  on 
behalf  of  the  staff  inside.  Epiphany! 

As  a  member  of  ACT  UP  New  York,  I 
know  the  power  and  effectiveness  of  actions 
that  are  directly  confrontational.  I  do  feel 
that  the  faerie  model  of  “askance”  actions 
demonstrates  another  powerful  model  for 
direct  action. 

This  coming  June,  faeries  from  all  over 
the  United  States  will  be  gathering  in  New 
York  City  to  celebrate  the  twentieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  and  to  ex¬ 
plore  more  fully  what  it  means  for  faeries  to 
engage  in  askance  direct  action.  Queer  anar¬ 
chists  will  also  be  gathering.  My  hope  is  to 
see  a  profound  celebration  where  our  tribes 
live  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  Stonewall  Revolu¬ 
tion. 

With  Faerie  Love  and  Magic, 
Mickey  J.  Wheatley, 
_  a.k.a.  Maybelline  Gurleen 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Your  tax  dollars  are  being  used 
to  isolate  and  dehumanize 
PWAs 

Dear  GCN: 

Yes,  I  am  receiving  GCN  faithfully,  every 
one  of  them.  Hard  to  believe  in  this  system! 

You  asked  about  AIDS  in  prison.  Well,  if 
I  had  a  ream  of  paper  and  you  had  a  year  or 
two  to  read.  I’d  fill  you  in  on  the  gruesome 
details.  Since  neither  option  is  viable,  I’ll  tell 
you  briefly  how  things  are  in  the  system. 
Since  I  have  already  landed  my  “proverbial 
ass”  in  the  hole  [isolation]  for  becoming  a 
little  more  outspoken  on  the  issue  of  AIDS 
in  prison,  I’ll  ask  for  anonymity  if  you 
publish  this. 

The  administration  here  (probably  typical 
of  this  entire  country’s  prison  systems)  feels 
its  best  to  deceive  the  public  and  reassure 
them  that  the  taxpayers’  dollars  are  going 
towards  safer  and  healthier  environments  in 
which  prisoners  will  live  with  AIDS.  On  the 
contrary,  the  dollars  are  being  used  to 
isolate,  segregate  and  dehumanize  PWAs. 
At  least  this  is  true  in  [this  state]. 

My  lover  was  diagnosed  with  full-blown 
AIDS  in  June  1987  and  after  a  bout  with 
PCP  she  recovered  and  has  been  in  remis¬ 
sion  since.  Still  they  keep  her  in  an  isolated 
room  with  no  chance  to  exercise  and  only 
family  visits,  etc.  etc.  Now  we  can’t  see  each 
other  at  all  and  have  to  rely  on  inter¬ 
institution  mail  to  communicate.  And  we  all 
know  how  that  works.  Letters  get  lost.  No 
little  gifts  or  cassette  tapes.  ‘Nothing  of 
value’  can  be  given  to  an  inmate  here.  It’s 
unreal! 

My  lover  is  suffering  tremendously 
because  she  is  alone.  All  she  has  is  cops  to 
communicate  with.  We  were  given 
disciplinary  reports  for  talking  to  each  other 
out  of  windows  and  her  yard  time  was  taken 
away,  which  is  her  only  recreation.  It’s 
such  a  scam,  I  can  hardly  believe  no  one 
knows  or  cares.  I  go  through  weeks  of 
depression  because  I’m  so  helpless.  When 
she  doesn’t  feel  well,  I  can’t  go  to  her.  When 
we  need  to  cry  together,  we  can’t.  Les¬ 
bianism  is  frowned  upon  anyway,  but  this  is 
really  extreme.  I  believe  that  by  isolating  her 
they  are  trying  to  inhibit  her  immune  system 
even  further  and  hoping  that  the  civil  part  of 
her  lawsuit  on  her  conditions  here  never 
comes  to  pass.  That’s  a  strong  accusation, 
but  it’s  what  my  heart  tells  me. 

The  other  women  here  who  have  confided 
in  me  that  they  have  tested  positive  or  have 
ARC  are  scared  to  death  that  they  will  be 
put  in  isolation  too.  So  they  hide  the  fact 
and  ultimately  a  lot  of  them  get  real  sick. 
Some  don’t  make  it  out  of  here. 

It’s  a  horrifying  nightmare!  But  we  are  in 
no  way  giving  up.  We  need  people  on  the 
outside  to  help.  To  take  a  risk  and  say, 
“Hey,  what’s  going  on  in  those  systems?” 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Deregulating  drug  use:  an 
anarchist  perspective 


Open  it  up  to  the  public  eye.  We  ourselves 
can’t  do  this  because  we’ll  be  retaliated 
against. 

It’s  very  comforting  to  know  that  you’re 
out  there  and  you  care  enough  to  ask.  If  you 
have  any  questions  or  need  details,  feel  free 
to  write. 

Thanks  for  listening, 
_  Name  withheld  by  request 

[Responses  may  be  sent  to  GCN-PP01] 

How  much  can  one  person 
take? 

Dear  GCN : 

We  have  a  serious  problem  here  at  the 
women’s  prison  in  Clinton,  New  Jersey.  I 
am  referring  to  the  treatment  of  people  with 
AIDS  in  the  prison  system.  My  friend  (who  1 
will  refer  to  only  as  Jane  Roe)  has  been 
isolated  in  a  so-called  Special  Medical  Unit 
since  her  diagnosis  with  AIDS  in  June  1987. 
The  reason  for  the  isolation  is  kept  secret. 
There  are  other  women  who  have  tested 
positive,  and  others  that  have  been  diagnos¬ 
ed  with  ARC,  as  well  as  women  with  AIDS 
in  the  (non-isolated)  ‘general  population’ 
here.  Last  year  two  women  died  for  lack  of 
treatment. 

J.R.  has  no  physical  contact,  no  support 
group,  aside  from  visits  from  her  immediate 
family.  It  has  been  medically  proven  that 
this  kind  of  isolation  is  detrimental  to  the 
immune  system.  I  have  faith  in  her,  but  how 
much  can  one  person  take? 

The  Department  of  Corrections  is  ob¬ 
viously  very  uneducated  about  the  needs  of 
PWAs,  or  else  why  would  they  allow  this  to 
happen?  J.R.  has  served  six  years  of  her 
sentence  (a  non-violent  crime)  and  I  can’t 
understand  why  she  is  kept  here  any  longer. 
I  needed  to  write  this  letter  to  make  you 
aware  of  the  inhumane  treatment  of  PWAs 
in  prison.  If  you  think  it’s  bad  out  there  on 
the  streets,  you  couldn’t  imagine  what  it  is 
like  behind  the  barbed  wire  fences. 

Thanks  for  listening, 
Myra  Phillips 
12195  North  Hall 
Drawer  E 

■  Clinton,  NJ  08809 

The  vile  new  age 

Dear  GCN : 

There  must  be  New  Age  believers  who 
make  more  sense  than  Chris  Griscom 
[author  of  Ecstasy  Is  a  New  Frequency: 
Teachings  of  the  Life),  but  those  I  know  are 
all  too  like  her,  at  least  in  what  they  are  will¬ 
ing  to  believe.  In  order  to  believe  that  the 
universe  is  just  and  kindly,  people  will 
tolerate  any  sort  of  silliness  and  confusion. 
The  New  Age  believers  I  meet  have  moved 
into  the  New  Age  from  some  form  of  white 
American  Protestantism  and  I  —  like  Dun¬ 
can  Mitchel  (see  GCN,  Nov.  6-12,1988)  — 
see  Griscom  and  Shirley  Maclaine’s  beliefs 
as  a  disguised  form  of  Christianity:  obsessed 
with  individual  salvation,  unaware  of 
history,  justifying  its  contradictions,  ap¬ 
pealing  to  mystery  and  faith,  and  lacking  in 
community  and  social  conscience. 

Don’t  understand  it?  Have  faith!  Don’t 
believe  it?  Have  faith!  Or  as  one  young 
woman  said  to  me  when  she  found  out  I 
didn’t  believe  in  God,  “But  you  ought  to 
try,”  as  if  belief  in  the  incredible  were  an 
athletic  feat  like  running  a  four-minute  mile. 

I’m  an  atheist.  I  had  an  entirely  secular 
upbringing,  but  with  the  emphasis  on  ethics 
and  social  action  typical  of  the  secualr  Jews 
of  my  parents’  generation,  in  whom  Mes¬ 
sianic  fervor  had  been  transformed  into  a 
passionate  determination  to  understand  the 
world  and  an  equally  passionate  commit¬ 
ment  to  changing  the  world  for  the  better. 
I’m  also  someone  who’s  had  many  experien¬ 
ces  of  what  I  can  only  call  mysticism  during 
my  teens  and  twenties:  a  feeling  of  unity 
with  the  natural  world  and  even  moments  in 
which  I  “knew”  (in  ways  I  could  never  recall 
afterwards  or  describe)  that  space  and  time 
were  —  I  use  such  language  for  want  of  a 
better  —  delusions.  This  sort  of  experience 
turns  up  in  the  literary  records  of  all  sorts  of 
religion  and  while  the  experience  is 
remarkably  the  same  in  all  accounts  (or 
almost  all)  it  is  used  by  particular  mystics  to 
“prove”  the  truth  of  their  own  particular 
religious  belief.  In  short,  it  has  no  necessary 
connection  with  the  facts  of  that  creed  nor 
does  it  —  in  my  experience  —  have  any  con¬ 
nection  with  morality  of  the  ordinary  kind.  I 
never  made  the  jump  from  such  experiences 
to  any  kind  of  creed;  I  merely  assumed  that 
everybody  felt  like  that  sometimes  and  let  it 
go  at  that. 

It’s  those  who  got  religion  in  childhood 
who  need  religion  later. 


If  my  mysticism  is  or  was  connected  with 
anything,  the  connection  is  with  some  sort 
of  feeling  I  can  only  call  an  aesthetic,  the 
same  sort  of  thing  I  feel  for  music  or 
mathematics. 

Ecstatic  or  wonderful  experiences  happen 
and  are  a  part  of  life.  There  are  also  ex¬ 
periences  that  are  terrifying  or  bleak.  These 
are  part  of  life  also.  The  world’s  religions 
have  bent  logic  into  pretzels  trying  to  erase 
the  pain  in  life  and  all  of  them  have  had  to 
mystify  it.  Thus  we  are  told  simply  that  pain 
is  a  mystery  or  that  life  is  an  illusion  anyway 
or  that  the  afterlife  will  make  up  to  us  for  it 
or  that  we  are  being  tested  or  that  our  per¬ 
ceptions  of  pain  as  pain  are  at  fault,  and 
lately  that  victims  choose  their  fate  and  it 
doesn’t  really  hurt  anyway. 

Mitchel  thinks  such  beliefs  are  contempti¬ 
ble.  I  think  they’re  vile. 

In  fact  there  seems  to  be  something  very 
U.S.A.-style  imperialistic  about  such  stuff, 

i.e.  that  the  agony  and  death  of  others  exists 
for  us,  either  to  add  to  our  wealth  and  self- 
congratulation  in  the  ordinary  econom¬ 
ic/political  way  of  thinking  such  things  or 
—  in  Griscom’s  view  —  to  teach  us  that  their 
suffering  doesn’t  matter  and  that  it  exists 
for  us  too. 

I  had  to  write  and  add  my  voice  to  Mitch- 
el’s.  And  thank  him. 

Sincerely, 

_  Joanna  Russ 

Seattle,  Wash. 

Chinese  herbs  against  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  coverage  on 
immune-enhancing  Chinese  herbs  [GCN 
Dec.  4-10,  1988].  There  are  several  impor¬ 
tant  points  regarding  Chinese  herbs  that 
people  should  be  made  aware  of. 

1.  Chinese  herbs  are  not  meant  to  be 
taken  alone,  but  rather  with  other  herbs  that 
enhance  their  healing  potential.  Chinese 
herbs  have  a  synergistic  effect  —  one  plus 
one  is  greater  than  two. 

2.  Some  herbs  should  only  be  taken  for 
acute  symptoms.  Other  herbs  are  better  for 
long  term  use.  The  herb  Viola  that  was  cited 
in  the  article  is  generally  not  used  for 
chronic  conditions  and  because  it  is  a  very 
strong  cooling  herb  it  needs  to  be  taken  with 
other  herbs  to  balance  its  effect  on  the  body. 

3.  For  maximum  effectiveness,  Chinese 
herbs  need  to  be  tailored  to  each  individual 
who  takes  them.  Combining  four  or  five 
anti-viral  herbs  that  perform  well  in  a 
laboratory  setting  is  not  a  beneficial  way  of 
taking  them.  In  fact,  doing  this  may  further 
weaken  the  body. 

There  are  acupuncturists  and  herbalists 
available  throughout  the  U.S.  who  can 
assist  people  in  getting  proper  herbal 
treatments.  People  in  the  Boston  area  who 
are  interested  should  contact  Bob  Malchodi, 
Wellness  Coordinator,  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  at  (617)  437-6200  x261. 

Sincerely, 

Terry  Courtney,  Acupuncturist 
Bob  Malchodi,  AIDS  Action  Comm. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Violating  the  trust 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  seropositive  prisoner  at  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Institute  for  Men,  Del  Norte  ‘AIDS 
Unit’  in  Chino.  I’m  writing  to  you  in  hopes 
of  forewarning  others  regarding  a  certain 
resource  center  that  makes  a  habit  of 
violating  the  trust  of  its  clients. 

The  Foothill  AIDS  Project,  located  in 
nearby  Pomona,  has  as  its  credo  that  ‘All  in¬ 
formation  received  from  clients  is  to  be  held 
in  the  strictest  of  confidentiality.’  But  I  have 
personally  been  betrayed  by  members  of 
their  staff,  who  have  disclosed  not  only  per¬ 
sonal  but  also  medical  information  about 
myself  to  anybody  who  has  inquired.  I  only 
wish  to  let  others  know  of  my  experience  so 
that  they  may  be  spared  the  same,  and  I  am 
attempting  to  find  a  support  group  in  my 
area  which  will  be  more  worthy  of  my  trust. 
Any  and  all  suggestions  would  be  greatly  ac¬ 
cepted. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  Ray  White 
D-30210  (315) 

_  PO  Box  500 

Chino,  CA  91708 


By  the  Boston  Anarchist  Drinking  Brigade 
(BAD  Brigade): 

The  debate  about  drug  use  in  this  country 
is  usually  framed  in  terms  of  continued 
criminalization  versus  legalization. 
Criminalization  would  mean  continued 
harassment,  including  arrests,  imprison¬ 
ment,  theft  of  property,  and  possibly,  in  the 
near  future,  execution  of  drug  dealers  and 
users.  Legalization  would  mean  legal  regula¬ 
tion  of  drug  use  and  sales,  similar  to  that  of 
alcohol  and  cigarettes,  including  heavy  taxa¬ 
tion  and  restraints  on  where,  when  and  to 
whom  drugs  can  be  sold.  Both  of  these  posi¬ 
tions  are  based  on  the  same  assumption: 
government  has  the  right  to  tell  individuals 
what  they  can  and  cannot  do.  While 
legalization  would  surely  be  preferable  to 
continued  criminalization,  there  is  a  third, 
and  better,  alternative:  decriminalization 
and  deregulation  would  mean  no  laws 
against  drugs,  no  government  regulation  of 
drug  sales  and  use,  no  arrests,  no  prisons,  no 
taxes.  Eliminating  drug  laws,  instead  of 
simply  replacing  them  with  different  laws, 
would  produce  a  free  market  in  drugs  where 
people  would  be  free  to  sell,  ingest,  or  inject 
whatever  they  wished,  without  government 
interference. 

Drug  use  is  a  voluntary,  non-violent  ac¬ 
tivity  and  should  be  an  individual  decision, 
the  business  of  no  one  but  the  user.  Govern¬ 
ment  has  taken  it  upon  itself  to  regulate  drug 
use,  just  as  it  regulates  alcohol  use,  restricts 
abortion,  and  registers  and  drafts  people,  in 
order  to  better  control  people.  Criminaliza- 

Eliminating  drug  laws, 
instead  of  simply  replacing 
them  with  different  laws, 
would  produce  a  free  market 
in  drugs  where  people  would 
be  free  to  sell,  ingest,  or 
inject  whatever  they  wished, 
without  government 
interference. 

tion  of  drugs  has  produced,  just  as  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  alcohol  did,  an  enormous  amount  of 
violent  crime.  Most  of  the  crime  is 
motivated  by  the  need  to  obtain  money  to 
pay  the  artificially  inflated  price  of  illegal 
drugs.  This  drug-associated  crime  is  then  us¬ 
ed  as  an  excuse  for  police  to  indiscriminately 
harass  young  black  men,  stopping  and  search¬ 
ing,  and  frequently  arresting  them  on  the 
street,  for  no  reason  other  than  that  they  live 
in  a  “high  crime”  area.  Doing  away  with 
drug  laws  would  dramatically  lower  the  cost 
of  drugs  and  thereby  eliminate  most  street 
crime,  as  well  as  remove  the  excuse  police 
use  to  terrorize  black  people. 

Decriminalization  and  deregulation  and 
the  resulting  competitive  market  in  drugs 
would  produce  purer  and  safer  drugs, 
eliminating  much  of  the  death  and  illness 
associated  with  drug  use,  most  of  which  is 
caused  by  contamination  of  drugs  or 
needles,  and  unreliable  drug  strength,  not 
by  the  nature  of  the  drug  itself.  Heroin  is  no 
more  dangerous  than  aspirin  if  it  is  carefully 
prepared  without  dangerous  additives  and 
injected  with  a  sterile  needle.  And  aspirin 
overdose  can  kill  as  easily  as  heroin  over¬ 
dose.  It  just  takes  longer  and  feels  worse. 
Decriminalizing  needle  use  would  virtually 
eliminate  the  transmission  of  AIDS  among 
IV  drug  users,  as  has  been  the  experience  in 
the  38  U.S.  states  which  do  not  restrict  sale 
of  sterile  needles.  Needle  exchange  pro¬ 
grams  are  not  enough;  there  need  to  be  more 
needles  available  to  eliminate  needle  shar¬ 
ing. 

Besides  abolishing  laws  against  recrea¬ 
tional  drugs,  eliminating  government 
regulation  of  “therapeutic”  drugs  would 
also  benefit  people.  The  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  prevents  many  drugs 
from  reaching  the  market,  including 
treatments  for  AIDS,  cancer  and  other 
serious  illnesses.  And  those  that  do  not 
eventually  become  available  are  delayed  for 
years  by  FDA  rules,  while  thousands  die. 
The  government  is  currently  responsible  for 
restrictions  on  aerosolized  pentamidine,  a 
drug  which  prevents  pneumocystis  carinii 


pneumonia,  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
death  in  people  who  have  AIDS.  Just  as 
drug  laws  lead  to  deaths  associated  with 
street  drugs  and  keep  people  from  obtaining 
sterile  needles  to  prevent  transmission  of 
AIDS,  drug  laws  are  killing  people  with 
AIDS  by  denying  them  effective  treatment. 
Drug  laws  in  this  country  are  also  preventing 
marketing  of  newly  developed  abortifa- 
cients,  drugs  which  induce  abortion  early  in 
pregnancy,  freeing  women  from  their  cur¬ 
rent  reliance  on  the  medical  establishment 
for  abortion  services.  These  drugs  would 
put  the  decision  about  abortion  where  it 
belongs:  with  the  individual. 

Eliminating  drug  laws  would  greatly  in¬ 
crease  people’s  options  in  the  areas  of 
pleasure  and  health.  It  would  also  reduce 
crime,  reduce  death  and  illness  associated 
with  illegal  drug  use,  and  reduce  deaths 
from  AIDS  and  other  serious  illnesses.  In¬ 
dividuals  should  be  free  to  make  their  own 
decisions  about  drug  use,  and  all  other 
aspects  their  lives,  without  the  interference 
of  the  government  or  “the  community.” 

The  BAD  Brigade  is  an  informal  group  of 
anarchists  of  various  types,  as  well  as  sym¬ 
pathizers,  which  meets  weekly  at  a  bar  in 
Central  Square,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  for 
drinking  and  talking.  We  also  participate  in 
various  local  and  national  resistance  ac¬ 
tions,  and  occasionally  produce  flyers 
presenting  an  anarchist  approach  to  the  pro¬ 
blems  people  face  in  statist  society.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  BAD 
Brigade  at  P.O.  Box  1323,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  02238. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Outs 
are  those  of  the  authors  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship. 


Job  openings 
News  Editor 
News  Reporter/Circula¬ 
tion  Coordinator 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work  of 
staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local,  na¬ 
tional  and  international  events  of  importance  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news  stories  as 
necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and  production  of 
the  paper.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing  ability  and 
editing  skills,  ability  to  work  with  others,  strong 
organizational  skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  Deadline  for 
application:  January  27. 

News  Reporter/Circulation  Coordinator: 

Research,  investigate  and  write  weekly  news 
stories,  primarily  about  national  issues,  and,  as 
necessary,  stories  about  Boston/New  England. 
Share  responsibility  for  coordinating  weekly  mail¬ 
ings  of  GCN  to  all  subscribers  and  maintaining 
computerized  subscription  list.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing  ability,  ability  to  work  with 
deadlines,  knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues,  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  well  with  volunteers,  knowledge  of 
computers,  attention  to  detail.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plication:  January  27. 


All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  commitment  to  col¬ 
lective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week  and 
include  eligibility  for  health  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  dental  benefits,  paid  sick  leave  and  four 
weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume,  cover  letter  and 
writing  samples  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 
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So  untrue  to  Saint  Oscar 

Spendthrift  of  Genius  skimps  on  the  queer  quotient 


Oscar  Wilde:  Spendthrift  of  Genius.  Produced 
and  directed  by  Sean  o  Mordha.  Written  by  Richard 
Ellmann.  At  the  Brattle  Theater,  Cambridge,  Mass, 
on  January  24. 

By  Tim  Walton 

he  script  for  this  60-minute  film  was 
written  by  the  man  whose  highly- 
praised  680-page  biography  of  Wilde 
appeared  last  year  (see  review,  GCN,  Jan. 
15,  1989).  If  you  read  at  the  rate  of  a  page  a 
minute,  the  film  will  allow  you  to  cover 
Wilde’s  life  more  than  ten  times  faster  than 
the  book.  In  these  capitalist-roader  days  when 
time  is  money  (and  in  any  days  when  it 
always  remains  time),  such  savings  are  not 
to  be  sneered  at.  Moreover,  after  seeing  the 
film,  you  can  turn  to  the  book  for  details 
about  any  aspect  of  Wilde’s  life  that  in¬ 
terested  you. 

Unfortunately,  the  film’s  speedy  over¬ 
view  is  its  best  recommendation.  There’s  not 
.;  much  bite  in  the  script. 

■  fl Uw9 '  Wilde’s  postures  of 

1.1  "11*  *  socialism  and  aesthetic 
nihilism,  even  if  only  poses,  are  neglected. 
And  the  viciousness  of  English  society,  so 
titillated  by  the  suggestion  of  deviance,  and 
yet  so  brutal  in  its  suppression,  is  kept 
downstairs  with  the  servants.  Wilde  is 
scrubbed  clean  and  exhibited  under 
glass. 

If  the  script  is  weak  jawed,  the  filming  is 
utterly  toothless.  Invariably  what  we  see  is  a 

Fruit 

Continued  from  page  I 

have  been  arrested  over  the  last  several  mon¬ 
ths  for  “lewd  behavior”  in  the  “Vince  Lom¬ 
bardi  Memorial  Rest  Area,”  the  last  public 
rest  stop  on  the  New  Jersey  Turnpike  before 
New  York  State. 

One  member  of  Boston’s  United  Fruit 
Company  (UFC),  a  radical  gay  men’s  affini¬ 
ty  group,  was  arrested  Oct.  1 1  at  the  Bergen 
County  rest  stop  on  his  way  back  from  the 
civil  disobedience  at  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  headquarters  in  Rockville, 
Maryland.  The  man,  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  lewd 
behavior  charge  and  paid  an  $800  fine  so  he 
could  return  home  to  Boston  on  the  day  of 
his  arrest.  The  UFC  member  told  GCN  that 
he  considered  pleading  innocent  but  was 
told  by  lawyers  he  had  little  chance  of  win¬ 
ning  the  case.  “I  was  told  judges  believe  the 
cops  and  they  usually  have  two  to  collabor¬ 
ate  the  story.  I  felt  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do.” 

After  the  man’s  arrest,  several  members 
of  UFC  reportedly  began  chanting  “Free 
Tracy  Turnbladt,”  in  an  impromptu  dem¬ 
onstration  at  the  jail  where  he  was  being 
held.  (Tracy  Turnbladt  was  the  teenage 
heroine  of  John  Water’s  camp  film,  Hair- 
spray.  Turnbladt  was  jailed  for  participa¬ 
ting  in  a  riot  protesting  racial  segregation  at 
an  early-’60s  amusement  park.) 

“What  is  it  that’s  illegal  here?”  said  the 
UFC  member  in  a  prepared  statement. 
“Public  sex?  Is  this  really  a  law  against  pull¬ 
ing  out  one’s  penis  in  front  of  a  urinal?  We 
found  out  later,  many  of  the  men  who’ve 
been  arrested  just  stayed  in  the  restroom  too 
long.  At  least  one  man  was  cruised  by  a  cop 
outside  the  restroom.  Anyone  who  doesn’t 
run  away  at  the  hint  of  public  sex  is  subject 
to  arrest.  This  is  a  law  against  being  gay!” 

Another  man  who  was  also  arrested  at  the 
Lombardi  rest  stop  said  he  decided  to  plead 
not  guilty  to  the  charges.  Also  wishing  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous,  he  said  he  will  fight  the 
police  “out  of  principle.  I  wasn’t  even  doing 
anything....  My  lover  was  waiting  outside 
for  me.  The  cops  harrassed  me  and  insisted  I 
was  masturbating.  I  kept  looking  at  one  of 
them  and  saying,  ‘You  know  I  wasn’t  doing 
anything,’  but  they  just  ignored  me.” 

The  man,  who  is  the  founder  of  the  Gay 
Fathers  Association  of  Greater  Boston,  said 
he  is  spending  as  much  as  $1500  to  fight 
back  against  the  police.  “I  was  once  mar¬ 
ried.  If  it  had  happened  to  me  then,  it  would 
have  ruined  everything.  1  know  someone  in 
the  gay  fathers  group  who  tried  to  commit 
suicide  when  he  was  arrested  years  back.... 
It  took  me  a  long  time  to  be  able  to  say  I  am 
proud  to  be  gay.  The  devastating  thing 
about  my  arrest  is  that  it  made  me  feel 
ashamed  again.” 

Mickey  Wheatley,  staff  attorney  for 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  said  the  organization  recently  decided 


camera  panning  across  old  photographs  and 
old  buildings,  with  every  cut  a  slow  dissolve. 
(I’ve  never  been  so  grateful  for  the  ob¬ 
truding  tree  leaves  and  the  wind  that  blew 
them!)  The  elegiac  tone  of  the  film  is  false  to 
the  vitality  of  Wilde’s  pre-trial  life  and  the 
subversiveness  of  his  wit.  It’s  a  tone  that 
presents  his  entire  life  only  from  the 
absinthe-haze  of  his  last  days.  As  such  it 
registers  as  yet  another  sad  story  of  the 
death  of  queens. 

For  many  gay  men  (myself  included), 
Wilde  is  the  ultimate  exponent  of  camp.  As 
the  most  brilliant  practioner  of  this 
aestheticism  that  corrodes  morality,  he  is 
known  as  “Saint  Oscar.”  He  is  an  example 
of  how  to  redeemably  conduct  ourselves  in 
“civil”  society  as  well  as  a  warning  of  how 
inadequate  that  example  is  when  society  is 
not  civil  or  more  is  at  stake  than  the  merely 
social. 

What’s  ultimately  so  unsatisfying  about 
Spendthrift  of  Genius  is  how  straight  it  is  — 
how  untrue  to  Saint  Oscar.  The  touch  is 
never  light,  the  tone  never  playful.  It’s  as 
though  a  bunch  of  white  people  got  together 
in  blackface  to  do  a  minstrel  show  on  the  life 
of  Dr.  King!  This  film  is  a  travesty  without 
transvestites  and  a  drag  without  queens.  We 
don’t  even  get  a  good  laugh  at  the 
background  music  for  Wilde’s  entry  into 
prison  —  the  prelude  to  Tristan  und  Isolde. 
It’s  just  dumb!  □ 


against  filing  suit  against  the  New  Jersey 
Police  Department  on  behalf  of  several  ar¬ 
rested  men.  “I  just  don’t  think  we  could  pull 
off  a  suit.  The  consciousness  of  the  court  is 
anti-sex.  They  feel  like  they  have  every  right 
to  stop  public  sex.  We  could  argue  that  the 
men  were  entrapped,  but  again  the  reality  is 
that  we  live  in  an  anti-sex  culture,  and  the 
courts  wouldn’t  buy  it,”  said  Wheatley.  He 
added  that  the  police  routinely  “lie  through 
their  teeth.  All  you  have  to  do  is  wack  your 
weenie  once  or  twice  and  they  will  arrest 
you.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  you  are  really  cruis¬ 
ing  or  not.” 

Kevin  Cathcart,  an  attorney  with 
Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  agreed.  “It’s  largely  a 
no-win  situation.  Most  of  those  arrested 
don’t  want  any  publicity.  It’s  a  felony,  and 
it  sure  doesn’t  look  good  on  a  job  applica¬ 
tion.” 

The  New  Jersey  State  Police  Department 
failed  to  return  calls  from  GCN. 

Wheatley  and  Cathcart  said  gay  men  are 
advised  to  stay  away  from  the  New  Jersey 
rest  stop.  They  said  public  pressure  is  the  on¬ 
ly  way  to  force  the  New  Jersey  police  to  stop 
harassing  gay  men.  “When  state  cops  [in 
Massachusetts]  start  arresting  people,  there  is 
often  a  public  outcry  and  they  back  off  — 
or  the  cops  get  bored  or  men  move  to  other 
cruise  areas,”  said  Cathcart.  He  added  that 
successful  legal  challenges  to  such  arrests  are 
rare. 

Wheatley  and  a  group  of  New  Jersey  ac¬ 
tivists  plan  to  meet  with  New  Jersey  officials 
to  request  a  halt  to  the  arrests  of  men  in  rest 
stops. 

A  UFC  fundraising  party  for  the  entrap¬ 
ped  Fruit  will  be  held  Jan.  21,  9  p.  m.  at  14 
Lawrence  Street  in  Cambridge.  A  five  dollar 
donation  is  requested  to  help  defray  his  legal 
expenses.  If  you  can’t  make  the  party,  the 
UFC  requests  donations  be  sent  to  14 
Lawrence  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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TRIANGLE  THEATER  PRESENTS 


By  Jane  Chambers 

LAST  SUMMER  AT  BLUEFISH  COVE 

Directed  By  Kurt  Miller 

JANUARY  5,  6,  7,  12,  13,  14, 

19,  20,  21,  26,  27,  28 


58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m. 
For  Tickets  and  more 
Information  Call  426-3550 
0  r  (§)  telethon®  7  2  0  -  3  4  3  4 


CMV  retinitis  affects  thousands  of 
PWA’s,  often  causing  irreversible 
blindness  within  weeks  of  onset. 

Significant  improvement  in  vision  has  been 
reported  in  80%  of  those  treated  with  the  drug 
DHPG. 

In  spite  of  this  overwhelming  clinical  evidence, 
the  FDA  insists  that  DHPG  be  retested  in  a  trial 
which  is  certain  to  deprive  some  of  the  participants 
of  their  sight. 

ACT  UP/BOSTON  demands  an  end  to  this  study 
and  immediate  FDA  approval  of  DHPG. 

ACT  UP,  BOSTON  ! 

DEMONSTRATE-Thursday,  January  26th 

ll:30-lpm 

JFK  Federal  Bldg,  in  Govt.  Ctr. 

492-2887 


SILENCErDEATH 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099  , 

— - 1 


COUNSELING 
EOR  H  OMES 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4S6I 

Sliding  Seale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


NR 

l>y  appointment 


soul  readings  *1 
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Rebecca  Fasanello  (L),  Doreen  Di  Sanza,  and  Beth  Goldman  (R)  in  Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove 


A  lesbian  summertime 
saga 

Triangle  Theater’s  Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove  is 
comic  and  touching  —  a  real  treat 


Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove.  Written  by  Jane 
Chambers.  Directed  by  Kurt  Miller.  With  Doreen 
Di  Sanza  and  Beth  Goldman.  At  the  Triangle 
Theater  in  Boston  through  January  28. 

By  Monica  Hileman 

his  summer,  like  every  summer,  a 
small  group  of  friends  gather  at 
Bluefish  Cove.  The  cabins,  as  always, 
are  rented  only  to  lesbians,  except  for  one. 
What  happens  when  a  sheltered  housewife 
who’s  just  left  her  husband  unwittingly 
finds  herself  in  this  lesbian  resort  area?  She 
falls  in  love,  of  course,  with  a  Don  Juanita 
named  Lil. 

Lil  (Doreen  Di  Sanza)  is  out  fishing  one 
day,  trying  to  seduce  fish  onto  her  line  in  a 

d-Ulfci--  way  that  gives  you 
pwwfe  the  feeling  she  has 
JSsSsHi!:  scores  of  women, 
when  Eva  (Andrea  Southwick)  happens  by. 
Lil  thinks  she’s  cute  and  at  first  doesn’t 
understand  that  when  Eva  talks  about  mar¬ 
riage,  she’s  talking  about  husbands.  By  then 
Lil  has  invited  her  to  the  party  that  evening 
at  her  cabin. 

Lil’s  friends  are  upset  when  she  tells  them 
she’s  invited  a  straight  woman.  Especially 
Kitty,  a  famous  and  closeted  author  of  the 
latest  change-your-life  book.  The  Female 
Sexual  Imperative.  Kitty,  played  with  comic 
timing  by  Beth  Goldman,  obsesses  about 
her  career  and  her  important  place  in  the 
women’s  movement.  She’s  been  on 
Donahue  and  she  can’t  afford  to  have  her 
cover  blown  by  some  stranger.  Rita 
(Marguerite  Rigoglioso),  her  secretary, 
lover  and  biggest  fan,  knows  everything  that 
Kitty  has  written  (some  of  it  she’s  typed 
three  or  four  times).  Kitty,  she  explains  with 
complete  seriousness,  is  the  high  priestess  of 
feminism.  “She’s  not  arrogant,  she’s 
brilliant.”  For  Kitty’s  old  friends,  the  ex¬ 
planations  aren’t  necessary:  they  know  she’s 
a  pain  in  the  ass,  but  they  love  her  anyway. 

Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove  is  a  lesbian 
treat  —  a  play  with  all  lesbian  characters; 
not  just  two  or  three,  there  are  eight.  It’s 
great  to  see  a  number  of  actresses  up  on 
stage  working  off  one  another.  Annie,  Lil’s 
best  friend  (Rebecca  Fasanello)  and  her 
lover,  Rae  (Barbara  Dooneief  Haas)  are  a 
happy  long-time  couple.  Sue  (Mickey 
Lipsey)  is  a  rich  woman  who  picks  up  sales 
clerks  at  Bloomingdales.  Too  bad  she’s  not 
more  selective;  her  lover  Donna  (Lauren 
Myers),  who  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  her 
daughter,  is  an  irredeemable  brat.  All 
together  the  roles  are  strong  and  provide  the 
opportunity  for  some  wonderful  ensemble 
work. 

Eva  is  a  particularly  sympathetic 
character  for  a  naive  straight  woman  who’s 
just  found  out  she’s  surrounded  by  lesbians. 
When  Lil  suggests  that  Eva  is  out  of  place  on 
the  Cove,  Eva  insists  she’s  out  of  place 
everywhere.  Instead  of  running  from  Lil  and 
her  friends,  she  admires  them  for  being 
strong  and  independent.  In  fact,  she  goes 
back  to  Lil’s  cabin  to  Find  out  what  it’s  all 
about.  Lil  tells  her  she’s  not  a  curiosity  and 
not  an  experiment,  even  though  she  can’t 
wait  to  get  her  into  bed. 

For  Lil,  Eva  isn’t  just  another  conquest. 
She  wants  to  pass  something  along  to  Eva 


because  unlike  Kitty,  she  will  never  write  a 
book;  unlike  Rae,  she’ll  never  have  kids.  Lil 
wants  to  change  just  one  person’s  life,  if  she 
can.  It’s  the  closest  she’ll  get  to  immortality. 

Lil,  we  find  out,  may  be  dying  of  cancer. 
As  a  final  project,  she  is  going  to  help  Eva 
find  herself.  The  scenes  between  the  two 
women  are  comic  and  touching,  except  for 
their  last  moments  which  are  undercut  by 
awkward  stage  directions  and  the  song  lyrics 
in  the  background  (“Lean  on  me,  I  am  your 
sister.  Lean  on  me,  I  am  your  friend....”). 

Chambers’  plot  includes  enough  satisfy¬ 
ing  drama  to  do  without  the  themes  of 
Death  and  Immortality.  Eva  has  to  learn 
that  the  rest  of  the  world,  including  her 
family,  may  treat  her  differently  if  they 
know  she’s  a  dyke.  (Lil’s  own  family  has 
disowned  her.)  There’s  a  lot  to  be  said  about 
the  trade-offs  encountered  on  the  road  to 
self-definition,  particularly  if  you  are  gay  or 
lesbian.  And  there  are  things  to  be  said 
about  friendships,  how  they  nourish  us  and 
change  over  the  years,  and  provide  a  sense 
of  family.  I  would  have  preferred  to  see  the 
plot  develop  out  of  the  characters’  relation¬ 
ships,  without  throwing  in  the  tragedy  of 
death.  Here  it  felt  like  an  overused  plot 
device.  In  soap  operas,  the  characters  with 
terminal  illnesses  at  any  given  time  are  out¬ 
numbered  only  by  those  suffering  from 
amnesia.  Terminal  disease  has  taken  on  a 
new  meaning  in  our  community.  I  don’t 
think  the  playwright  had  AIDS  in  mind 
when  she  wrote  Bluefish  Cove,  some  time 
before  1979  when  it  was  first  performed. 

Criticisms  aside,  I  wholeheartedly  recom¬ 
mend  you  see  this  funny  and  warm  produc¬ 
tion.  And  congratulations  to  the  Triangle  on 
their  10th  anniversary  season.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  theater  continues  with  us  for  many 
more.  □ 


Coordinate  GCN 
Features 

GCN  is  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  coordinate 
the  film,  theater  and  book  sections  of  our  features 
department.  We’d  like  to  have  two  people  in  each 
section  who  are  interested  in  selecting  productions, 
books,  films  (whatever  your  area)  for  review  and 
then  finding  reviewers  to  do  the  job.  We’d  also  like 
to  find  people  who  are  up  on  current  controversies 
in  the  lesbian/gay,  feminist,  progressive  world  and 
able  to  locate  reviewers  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds,  cultures,  communities.  Send  a  letter 
of  interest  ASAP  to  Features  Coordinators,  GCN. 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  or  call 
Stephanie  Poggi  or  Chris  Wittke  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 
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I  inHa  H aac 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Families,  friends  and  lovers  all  over  the 
country  are  helping  to  care  for  people 
in  their  lives  who  have  AIDS.  How  is 
everyone  coping?  If  someone  who  is  ill  has 
no  lover,  and  his  or  her  family  is  unable  to  be 
there,  what  happens?  When  Boston-area 
resident  Leni  Malone  became  very  sick  with 
AIDS,  his  friends  pulled  together  to  help 
him  and  each  other.  Leni  had  been  a  nurse  at 
Boston  City  Hospital  (BCH),  and  most 
recently  at  St.  Elizabeth’s.  Of  the  women  in 
his  support  group,  Berit  Pratt,  Betsy  Smith 
and  Jan  Puibello  are  all  nurses  and  lesbians 
who  had  been  friends  and  co-workers  of 
Leni ’s  at  BCH.  Betsy  and  Berit  live  together 
and  are  lovers  and  for  some  of  the  time  this 
support  group  met,  Jan  was  living  with 
them.  Michelle  Gabow  and  Michelle  Baxter 
are  part  of  the  same  social  network;  they 
also  live  together  and  are  lovers. 

This  interview  took  place  in  the  fall  of 
1988,  shortly  after  the  group  had  scattered 
Leni’s  ashes  and  completed  a  quilt  for  him 
for  the  national  NAMES  Project.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  two  male  members  of  the 
group,  Leni’s  friend  Mark  Ouchida  and 
Leni’s  buddy  Joe  Di  Martino,  were  unable 
to  be  present  at  the  interview. 

GCN:  Can  you  talk  about  how  you  got  in¬ 
volved,  and  why  you  decided  to  pull 
together  a  support  group? 

Jan:  I’ll  start.  My  recollection  was  that  we 
decided  to  pull  together  a  group  when  it  was 
evident  that  Leni  was  getting  sicker  and 
needing  more  help.  When  he  first  became 
acutely  ill  in  February  [of  1988]  we  had 
nothing  arranged.  And  suddenly  he  was 
close  to  death.  It  was  just  horrible.  We 
learned  from  that  that  we  needed  to  have 
something  more  organized. 

As  his  friends,  we  were  feeling  that  we  really 
wanted  to  help  him  cope  with  this  illness  and 
be  available  to  him.  Since  many  of  us 
already  knew  each  other,  it  seemed  to  make  a 
lot  of  sense  to  come  together  as  a  group  to 
share  the  responsibility.  It  made  sense  to 
formally  schedule  the  time  so  that  one  or 
two  of  us  weren’t  spending  two  or  three  days 
a  week  helping  him  and  then  getting  burned 
out.  W'e  structured  the  time  so  that  we  each 
had  one  set  day  each  week  that  was  our 
day  to  spend  time  with  Leni. 

Berit:  Part  of  the  vision  for  this  group  came 
from  my  work  [as  the  Boston  Visiting 
Nurses  Association  AIDS  Coordinator],  I’d 
seen  other  people  get  sick  at  home,  and  seen 
how  their  friends  organized  and  pulled 
together.  I  also  saw  that  if  there  wasn’t  some 
organization  at  the  beginning,  by  the  time 
the  person  was  really  sick,  it  was  already  too 
late  to  get  people  to  commit  themselves,  and 
to  have  a  sense  of  group  identity. 

Jan:  I  think  one  of  the  crucial  things  in  the 
initial  coming  together  was  that  we  involved 
Leni  in  this.  He  sat  here  with  us  and  we  ask¬ 
ed  him  what  he  wanted  and  needed  from 
us.  It  was  a  way  for  all  of  us,  including  Leni, 
to  come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  he  was 
getting  sicker  and  that  he  was  probably  go¬ 
ing  to  die. 

Berit:  He  had  a  hard  time  with  that.  Every 
time  we  met  it  was  another  statement  that 
things  were  getting  worse.  Especially  the  last 
time  we  got  together  where  he  said,  “What 
are  we  going  to  do  with  poor  Aunt  Leni?” 

Betsy:  Before  we  organized  as  a  group  it  had 
been  set  up  that  Berit  was  the  primary  per¬ 
son  in  Leni’s  life.  She  was  going  to  not  just 
take  care  of  him,  but  I  think  it  was  Leni’s 
hope  that  she  was  somehow  going  to  take 
away  this  illness.  When  Leni  got  sick  in 
February,  Berit  and  I  were  away.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  had  to  rally  together.  It  was  hard  for  all 
of  us  to  struggle  with  the  sense  of  hopeless¬ 
ness  about  this  illness. 

Berit:  I  knew  that  for  me,  as  Leni  got  sicker, 
I  was  becoming  personally  more  and  more 
overwhelmed.  From  the  day  he  took  me  to 
the  clinic  a  year  and  a  half  earlier  to  find  out 
he  had  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  (KS),  I  was  set  up 
as  the  significant  other.  Part  of  me  knew 
that  I  wasn’t  going  to  be  able  to  continue  on 
in  that  role.  I  also  felt  aware  there  were  other 
friends  spending  time  with  Leni,  but  we  had 
no  structured  way  of  supporting  each  other 
regarding  his  illness. 

Michelle  G.:  For  me,  this  was  the  second 
time  1  had  gotten  involved  in  this  kind  of 
support  group.  A  few  years  ago  Bobbi  Lev 
[a  Boston-area  lesbian]  approached  me  in 
friendship  when  she  found  out  she  was  dy¬ 
ing.  I  was  in  her  support  group.  And  now 
with  Leni,  who  I  also  didn’t  know  that  well 
before  he  got  sick,  I  felt  brought  into  this 
process. 


\ 


Betsy:  Leni  was  a  hard  person  not  to  become 
friends  with  once  you  got  to  know  him. 


Michelle  G.:  Maybe  I  get  drawn  into  these 
groups  because  not  only  do  they  bring  me 
closer  to  the  people  we  are  helping,  and  I 
develop  very  real  relationships,  but  they  get 
me  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  living. 

Michelle  B.:  I  felt  from  the  very  beginning 
that  I  didn’t  want  to  get  involved.  I  just 
wanted  to  play  tennis  with  Leni.  But  it 
didn’t  work  out  that  way.  The  relationship 
developed  and  one  thing  led  to  the  next.  One 
of  my  friends  had  already  died  of  AIDS  and 
I  felt  like  1  didn’t  really  complete  what  I 
needed  to  do  with  him  when  he  died.  I 
wanted  to  do  it  right  with  Leni.  I  wanted  to 
be  there  for  him  as  much  as  I  could.  But  I 
was  scared  all  the  time.  Part  of  me  just 
wanted  to  retreat.  Sometimes  I’d  think, 
“Oh  well,  Berit  will  deal  with  that,”  or  “Jan 
will  deal  with  that.”  But  when  it  came  right 
down  to  it  I  surprised  myself,  I  was  actually 
there  for  him,  even  when  I  said  to  myself  I 
can  not  deal  with  the  actual  physical  death. 
It  wasn’t  as  bad  as  I  thought  it  would  be. 


Leni’s  quilt 

Seizing 
Life  in 
Facing 
Death 

An  interview  with 
members  of  Leni 
Malone ’s  AIDS 
support  group:  Jan 
Puibello,  Berit 
Pratt,  Michelle 
Baxter,  Michelle  A. 
Gabow  and  Betsy 
Smith 


Facing  fear  and  embracing  life 

GCN:  You  said  you  were  scared.  Can  you 
say  more  about  that?  And  can  you  each  talk 
about  what  was  scary  or  hard  and  what  was 
good  or  rewarding? 

Michelle  B.:  In  terms  of  being  scared,  it  was 
mostly  my  own  fear  of  not  knowing  what  to 
expect.  Here  this  person  is  dying,  and  I’d  be 
thinking  about  what  he  must  be  going 
through.  What  do  I  talk  to  him  about? 
Sometimes  it  felt  as  if  I  was  walking  on  egg 
shells.  I’d  think  “We  are  not  getting  deep 
enough  here,  why  is  it  that  I  can’t  connect 
with  him?”  But  that’s  just  the  way  he  was.  I 
thought  he  would  have  some  introspective 
bright  light  about  death.  I  was  looking  to 
him  for  some  answers. 

Betsy:  I  don’t  think  I  entered  into  this  whole 
period  of  time  with  any  hope  that  I  would  be 
able  to  complete  the  grieving  that  had 
already  begun  about  other  people  I  had  lost 
in  the  last  few  years.  I  don’t  think  grief  is 
ever  finished.  Leni  and  I  didn’t  really  have  a 
close  relationship  before  he  got  sick.  There 
was  something  so  utterly  compelling  about 
Leni’s  illness  and  his  struggle  to  live  in  a  full 
way  that  certainly  was  reminiscent  of  what 
my  mother  was  like  before  she  died.  It  was 
inspiring.  There  was  a  way  in  which  I  felt 
humbled  by  it.  Shocked  into  embracing  my 
life  in  a  way  that  I  often  feel  when  I  am 
around  people  who  are  dying  and  who  con¬ 
sciously  talk  about  their  experience  of  dy¬ 
ing.  There  is  nothing  more  dramatic  than 
that  kind  of  reminder,  that  we  are  not  on 
this  planet  for  very  long.  Therefore,  we 
should  make  the  best  of  it.  Leni  had  a  lot  of 
courage  and  determination.  He  embraced 
his  illness  like  my  mother  did,  which  I  held 
up  as  a  model.  He  really  tried  to  take  charge 
of  his  experience  and  his  life.  He  knew  at 
least  as  much  about  AIDS  and  KS  as  most  of 
the  doctors  he  came  into  contact  with.  He 
spent  a  tremendous  amount  of  time  educa¬ 
ting  other  people  about  the  illness  and  about 
discrimination  that  PWAs  face.  He  did  a  lot 
of  talking,  and  knew  a  lot  about  medica¬ 
tions.  He  had  a  lot  of  fight  in  him.  I  think  it 
was  devastating  for  him  when  that  didn’t 
have  a  payoff  at  the  end  with  him  living  a  lot 
longer.  I  think  I’d  bought  into  Leni’s  hope 
that  this  might  buy  him  more  time. 

I  also  experienced  some  of  the  frustration 
that  Michelle  B.  was  talking  about  earlier. 
There  was  a  certain  way  in  which  he  was 
open,  and  a  lot  of  other  ways  in  which  he 
wasn’t.  It  was  hard  to  come  up  against  cer¬ 
tain  emotional  brick  walls  with  him  during 
this  period.  I  think  one  of  the  things  that 
was  so  different  for  me  from  watching  my 
parents  die,  or  other  people  of  another 
generation  die,  is  that  Leni  is  my  age  —  the 
age  of  all  the  people  who  were  taking  care  of 
him.  Leni  was  rightfully  angry  about  ending 
his  life  at  39. 

Berit:  I  knew  rationally  that  Leni  was  going 
to  die,  but  I  can’t  believe  how  disappointed 
and  surprised  I  was  when  he  did  die.  I  felt 
like  1  had  failed.  I  think  there  was  something 
both  personal  and  political  in  getting  more 
involved  in  his  life  when  he  got  sick.  He  was 
the  first  person  I  knew  who  was  that  sick, 
and  was  clearly  diagnosed  with  AIDS.  I  felt 
that  I  was  going  to  do  whatever  I  could  to 
make  whatever  little  time  he  had  left  as 
positive  as  possible.  When  it  started  to  get 
negative,  like  the  last  couple  of  months, 
there  were  times  I  didn’t  know  how  to  han¬ 
dle  it.  It  wasn’t  perfect  or  romantic 
anymore. 


Betsy  Smith  (L)  and  Michelle  Gabow 


Michelle  G.:  But  in  terms  of  the  good  things, 


Leni  had  what  I  call  a  wonderful  theatrical 
ability  to  laugh.  When  we  scattered  his  ashes 
last  weekend  we  played  Aretha  Franklin  and 
we  cried.  And  even  though  we  were  very 
sad,  the  laughter  was  contagious,  too.  We 
did  a  few  wacky  things,  and  everybody  sup¬ 
ported  that  because  Leni  would  have  sup¬ 
ported  that. 

Jan:l  feel  that  there  were  several  unique  gifts 
that  we  all  got  from  going  through  this  dif¬ 
ficult  time  in  Leni’s  life.  1  feel  that  it  really 
made  me  see  how  important  it  is  to  seize  life 
now,  because  there  are  no  guarantees  that 
you  are  going  to  be  here  in  a  week,  or  a 
month  or  a  year.  It  is  so  easy  for  so  many  of 
us  to  just  go  along  in  our  daily  lives  and  stay 
in  jobs  or  relationships  where  you  are  not 
happy.  The  other  thing  that  -this  group  gave 
me  was  that  1  feel  a  bond  with  the  six  of  us 
which  will  always  be  special  to  me,  for  the 
rest  of  my  life.  Whenever  I  think  of  Leni 
from  now  on,  I  will  think  about  this  group. 
Until  the  day  I  die  this  group  will  always  be 
important  to  me,  and  every  person  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  his  care  will  be  important  to  me. 
I  miss  him  a  lot,  but  his  spirit  is  here, 
because  we  all  went  through  this  together. 
So  the  missing  is  somehow  cushioned  by  the 
presence  of  this  group. 


left,  but  we  all  want  to  feel  like  when  we  go 
there  is  family  here  to  help  us. 

Berit:  To  get  prosaic,  in  the  larger  sense  our 
culture  is  such  a  death-denying  one.  There  is 
not  a  lot  of  encouragement  to  have  any 
dialogue  when  someone  is  dying  right  in 
front  of  your  eyes  —  whether  you  are  gay  or 
straight.  Even  within  our  own  community 
there  is  still  a  lot  of  taboo  about  dealing  with 
death  and  how  it  is  impacting  on  our  lives. 

Michelle  G:  Women  seem  to  more  easily  talk 
about  these  kinds  of  things.  Lesbians  are 
always  somewhere  in  there  taking  care  of 
business. 

GCN:  Following  up  from  that,  what  would 
each  of  you  say  to  the  lesbians  who  are 
reading  this  who  are  wondering  why  some 
lesbians  are  putting  so  much  energy  into 
AIDS?  Some  of  them  feel  like  lesbians 
shouldn’t  be  doing  this,  and  that  it  means 
that  the  more  energy  going  toward  gay  men, 
the  less  toward  other  things  that  lesbians 
should  be  concerned  with.  What  would  your 
answer  be  to  them?  How  does  that  make 
you  feel? 

Michelle  G:  They  would  be  missing  the 
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him  company,  to  get  him  to  the  hospital, 
everything.  One  of  the  things  that  was  really 
hard  for  me  was  that  there  was  a  feeling  we 
couldn’t  do  enough.  I  remember  one  night 
in  particular  when  we  went  to  the  hospital.  I 
felt  we  should  go  down  there  and  be  with 
him  in  the  emergency  room.  Obviously  he 
wanted  somebody  there.  But  he  wound  up 
going  to  the  hospital  every  other  day  before 
he  was  admitted  for  the  last  time. 

Berit:  At  that  point  we  had  to  support  each 
other  and  say  we  had  to  save  our  energy.  We 
can’t  go  out  and  spend  all  night  in  the 
emergency  room  with  him,  because  it  is  go¬ 
ing  to  get  worse.  Even  though  Leni  wanted 
us  to  go,  we  needed  to  pace  ourselves. 

Michelle  B.:  I  understand  that  need  of  his.  If 
any  of  us  were  available  and  had  time  to  do 
it,  we’d  do  it.  We  knew  it  was  a  long  haul, 
but  we  also  didn’t  know  how  long  it  would 
be. 


Betsy:  It  was  absolutely  a  conflict.  I  think 
every  one  of  us  felt  conflicted  about  how 
much  energy  to  invest  in  Leni  and  how  much 
to  invest  in  ourselves.  For  me  it  felt  like  a 


tremendous  relief  when  we  finally  started 
meeting  without  Leni,  because  some  of  our 
own  needs  were  getting  met.  The  anger  and 
frustration  we  were  all  feeling  could  finally 
be  expressed  in  the  group. 

Berit:  Leni  would  get  together  with  me  and 
say,  “I  don’t  like  Baxter  today.  1  don’t 
think  she’s  such  a  nice  person.  ”  And  then  he 
would  get  together  with  Baxter  that  same 
afternoon  or  the  next  morning  and  say, 
“I’m  worried  about  Berit.  I  don’t  think 
she’s  dealing  with  this  very  well.”  I  don’t 
fault  Leni  for  this,  and  if  I  were  dying  1 
could  see  myself  doing  the  exact  same  thing. 
But  I  would  feel  isolated  by  that  treatment 
from  Leni.  I  would  feel  I  was  the  good  per¬ 
son,  he  really  liked  me,  and  there  was 
something  wrong  with  Michelle,  or 
something  wrong  with  Joe.  The  first  time  we 
met  together  as  a  group  we  all  talked  about 
it.  I  remember  feeling  guilty  because  it  seem¬ 
ed  like  we  were  talking  behind  his  back.  But 
we  had  to  pull  together  as  a  group  in  order  to 
be  effective  in  taking  on  the  day-to-day  nuts 
and  bolts  of  caring  for  somebody  that  sick. 

Betsy:  And  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

Continued  on  page  10 


Leni  gave  us  this  group 

GCN:  Can  you  each  talk  about  how  much 
Leni’s  needs  dominated  the  group  versus 
your  own  needs? 

Berit  In  terms  of  how  the  group  met  Leni’s 
needs,  one  thing  was  that  he  made  it  pretty 
clear  to  all  of  us  that  he  wanted  us  to  take 
the  place  of  his  biological  family.  It  became 
clear  early  on  in  his  illness  that  because  of 
the  choices  made  by  Leni  and  his  family,  his 
biological  family  was  not  going  to  be  very 
involved  with  his  illness  and  death.  His 
mother  was  sick  with  cancer  and  she 
couldn’t  have  cared  for  him.  The  whole  idea 
of  us,  even  though  most  of  us  were  lesbians, 
and  he  was  a  gay  man,  being  each  other’s 
non-biological  family  is  very  political. 

How  did  the  group  meet  my  needs?  I 
knew  that  Leni  was  going  to  die.  I  certainly 
didn’t  talk  to  him  about  it.  In  a  very  selfish 
way  I  knew  that  we  were  all  going  to  be  left 
behind  and  I  didn’t  want  to  be  left  behind 
alone.  That  was  an  important  reason  for 
forming  the  group  —  both  to  meet  Leni’s 
needs  before  he  died  and  for  us  to  have 
something  to  hold  onto  after  he  died.  I  think 
it  played  itself  out  more  literally  when  we 
made  the  quilt  together  and  as  we  spread  his 
ashes.  When  you  talk  about  things  Leni  has 
given  us,  he  gave  us  this  group. 


Michelle  B.:  This  group  was  like  a  reality 
check.  I  get  scared  of  these  group 
things. ..all  this  touchy-feely  stuff,  but  I  got 
something  from  everybody.  I  could  be  total¬ 
ly  off  the  wall  and  not  wanting  to  do 
anything  and  Betsy  would  interject  one  of 
her  “therapy”  things,  and  I’d  say,  “Yeah, 
that  makes  sense,”  or  Michelle  G.  would  be 
there  with  her  humor,  and  Jan  gets  me  to 
feel,  to  put  things  into  perspective.  And 
then  there  was  Berit  who  was  very  calm,  and 
would  say  ‘ ‘This  is  what  needs  to  get  done.  ’ ’ 

Jan:  I  remember  little  things  that  would  hap¬ 
pen  like  Michelle  B.  calling  me  up  on  a  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  just  to  check  in.  I  can  only  im¬ 
agine  how  horrible  it  mu;  be  for  people  who 
don’t  have  that  kind  of  support. 

Michelle  G:  That’s  another  reason  people 
got  together.  Some  of  us  have  our  family 


point.  Here  you  have  a  group  that  has  men 
and  women  working  in  it.  Our  working 
together  has  brought  us  all  closer.  We  are 
able  to  go  on  with  our  lives  in  a  deeper  and 
more  meaningful  way. 

Berit:  The  one  word  that  comes  out  of  my 
mouth  when  you  ask  the  question  [about 
why  lesbians  are  putting  energy  into  AIDS] 
is  “homophobia.”  One  of  the  reasons  I 
decided  to  do  AIDS  work  was  that  there  had 
been  this  incredible  backslide  from  the  ad¬ 
vances  made  by  the  gay  rights  movement. 
The  threatened  or  real  oppression  that  I  see 
all  around  us  in  people’s  reactions  to  this 
disease  affects  all  of  us.  I  can’t  separate  out 
the  fact  that  gay  men  are  dying  of  AIDS 
from  our  lives  as  lesbians. 

But  on  the  other  hand  there  were  times 
when  [we  were  caring  for  Leni]  that  I  was 
very  angry,  and  I  would  think,  “Why  are 
we,  a  group  of  mostly  women,  taking  care  of 
this  man?”  I  asked  myself  what  ^would 
things  be  like  if  the  tables  were  turned.  What 
if  lesbians  had  AIDS?  Would  gay  men  take 
care  of  us? 

Betsy:  I  really  welcomed  Joe  and  Mark  to  be 
involved  in  this  group  and  taking  care  of 
Leni.  I  found  it  was  a  relief  and  a  support  to 
have  both  of  them  involved.  If  it  had  only 
been  the  five  of  us  [women]  it  would  have 
felt  unbalanced. 

On  a  lighter  note,  the  comment  that 
Leni’s  sister  made  after  Leni  died  is  worth 
quoting.  She  is  straight.  She  woke  up  during 
the  night  a  few  days  before  Leni  died,  woke 
her  husband  up  and  in  this  semi-conscious 
state,  started  laughing  and  said  to  him.  “I 
can’t  help  but  laugh  about  the  fact  that  here 
is  Leni  dying,  his  last  days  are  here,  and  he  is 
surrounded  by  gorgeous  women.  This 
should  be  any  man’s  dream.” 

GCN:  Does  anyone  have  anything  else  to  say 
about  how  much  they  saw  Leni’s  needs 
dominating  the  group,  versus  their  own 
needs?  Is  that  even  a  question  that  works  for 
you? 

Jan:  Yes  it  does.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that  is 
c.ie  of  the  things  that  got  us  to  start  meeting 
separately  from  Leni.  He  clearly  had  needs. 
As  he  got  sicker  he  needed  someone  to  help 
him  get  his  meals,  to  go  shopping,  to  do  his 
laundry,  to  go  buy  him  underwear,  to  keep 
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Facing  Death, 
Seizing  Life 

Continued  from  center-spread 
GCN:  When  you  say  you  couldn’t  all  always 
run  to  the  hospital  with  him,  because  you 
didn’t  always  have  the  time,  my  sense  from 
going  through  some  of  the  same  thing 
myself  with  my  mother  is  that  it  isn’t  just  a 
question  of  not  having  the  time,  it’s  that  you 
don’t  always  have  the  emotional  energy. 

Michelle  B.:  It  took  a  lot  of  emotional  energy 
to  be  with  Leni.  It  took  a  lot  of  energy  just 
to  come  to  this  group.  An  hour  before  we 
were  supposed  to  leave  I  would  say,  “Oh, 
Michelle  G.,  I  can’t  do  this.  I  don’t  really 
want  to  go,  can  you  go  without  me?”  But 
once  I  went,  I  was  always  glad  I  did. 

Berit:  Each  time  the  group  met  we  were 
acknowledging  that  Leni  was  really  dying. 

GCN:  Can  you  say  more  about  the  ways  you 
were  angry  at  Leni? 

Berit:  I  felt  angry  at  him  because  he  wasn’t 
holding  up  his  end  of  the  deal  —  he  said  he 
was  going  to  be  the  only  one  to  kick  this 
thing.  And  I  believed  him.  The  anger  came 
from  a  very  irrational  place.  I  felt  powerless 
and  angry  and  out  of  control.  I  think  I  pro¬ 
bably  took  it  out  on  Leni  a  little  bit.  There 
was  a  point  about  two  months  before  he 
died  where  I  felt  the  loss  of  a  part  of  Leni 
that  meant  he  was  alive  —  the  part  of  him 
that  just  wanted  to  play  and  have  fun.  His 
energy  and  his  sense  of  humor  started  to  get 
watered  down. 

Jan:  He  would  sometimes  become  very 
demanding.  Or  there  were  times  when  he 
wouldn’t  be  clear  about  what  he  wanted.  I 
think  the  anger  that  I  felt  was  not  so  much 
towards  Leni;  it  was  that  I  was  furious  about 
this  disease. 

Michelle  B.:  I  just  didn’t  want  him  to  die. 

Berit:  I  think  there  was  anger  at  the  health 
care  system,  too.  This  is  a  hard  society  to  get 
sick  and  debilitated  in.  It  is  unbelievably  dif¬ 
ficult  to  negotiate  your  way  through.  Three 
of  us  are  nurses,  we  should  know  how  to  do 
this.  But  he  was  treated  unfairly  by  his  in¬ 
surance  company,  by  doctors  and  nurses  at 
times,  ambulance  drivers.  There  was  a  lot  of 
shit  he  had  to  go  through  that  was  above  and 
beyond  the  guaranteed  shit  you  go  through 
when  you  are  dying. 

Leni’s  quilt:  “Just  window  shop¬ 
ping” 

GCN:  You  mentioned  one  of  his  nurses 
worked  on  the  quilt  with  you.  Can  you  talk 
about  how  it  was  for  you  working  on  it? 

Jan:  Leni  told  us  what  he  wanted.  He  wanted 
a  beach  scene,  something  about  the  ocean, 
something  about  his  being  a  nurse,  and 
something  about  tennis. 

Betsy:  It  was  a  very  elaborate  process.  We 
wanted  it  to  represent  the  complexities  of 
the  relationships  we  all  had  with  him. 

Berit:  It  was  hard  for  us  to  get  started.  At 
the  first  few  meetings  to  make  the  quilt  we 
had  process  sessions  at  the  beginning  —  we 
would  check  in  and  see  how  we  were  feeling, 
sort  of  touchy-feely.  That  would  go  on  for 
the  first  hour,  and,  of  course,  we  hadn’t  got¬ 
ten  any  sewing  done.  At  the  time  I  felt  those 
sessions  were  pretty  valuable. 

For  me,  the  hardest  part  was  when  we 
were  just  conceptualizing  it,  and  then  get¬ 
ting  the  material.  Once  we  started  doing  the 
hands-on  stuff  like  sewing  his  glasses  onto 
the  quilt,  it  made  it  sink  in  that  Leni  wasn’t 
here  any  more.  The  other  piece  that  was  very 
heavy  for  me  was  the  day  we  got  the  federal 
express  package  from  his  family;  his  sister 
and  his  mother  had  each  made  a  little  panel 
to  be  sewn  onto  the  quilt.  His  sister  wasn’t 
there  during  most  of  the  course  of  his  illness, 
but  she  came  to  Boston  three  days  before  he 
died,  after  he  had  asked  her  to  come.  She 
was  as  there  as  she  could  be  for  somebody 
under  the  circumstances  and  I  really  grew  to 
be  very  fond  of  her. 

Then  there  was  the  night  when  Michelle 
and  Mark  got  out  the  sex  magazines  and 
found  out  what  you  had  in  common.  That 
was  definitely  one  of  the  highlights. 

Jan:  This  is  what  you  read  over  and  over 
again  about  what  working  on  the  quilt 


pieces  does  —  we  would  talk  about  Leni,  we 
would  make  jokes,  or  think  about  what  he 
might  like. 

Berit  The  fact  that  we  had  a  reason  to  keep 
meeting  was  very  important,  as  painful  as  it 
was.  I  would  go  to  work  every  day  and  after 
about  two  days  people  stopped  talking 
about  the  fact  that  my  friend  had  died.  If  I 
hadn’t  had  the  quilt  to  work  on  I  might  not 
have  believed  that  he  had  died.  It  was  like 
having  a  mini-memorial  service  once  a  week. 

Michelle  G.:  Leni’s  death  has  affected  each 
of  our  lives  so  incredibly  from  being  more 
aware  of  our  work  issues,  to  changing  rela¬ 
tionships,  to  making  other  major  life 
changes. 

GCN:  One  of  the  things  on  the  quilt  is  a  little 
blurb  which  says,  “Just  window  shopping.” 
Can  you  explain  what  that  means? 

Berit:  It  felt  really  important  to  us  that  we 
had  something  humorous  on  the  quilt. 
When  Leni  was  referring  to  cruising  men 
that  he  didn’t  think  he  was  going  to  sleep' 
with,  he  would  tell  us  about  it  and  say, 
“Don’t  worry  dear,  I’m  just  window  shop¬ 
ping.”  He  would  give  us  advice  that  he 
believed  we  needed  as  uptight  lesbians,  in 
our  fits  and  starts  of  learning  how  to  cruise 
from  him.  “Just  window  shopping”  was 
one  of  the  wonderful  little  phrases  that  pop¬ 
ped  out  of  his  mouth,  and  I  felt  like  I  wanted 
to  preserve  it. 

Michelle  G.:  The  phrase  came  to  mean 
something  even  bigger  and  deeper,  a  state¬ 
ment  about  life.  On  the  quilt  the  beach  towel 
is  empty  and  everything  is  around  it.  The 
emptiness  is  the  space  where  Leni  was,  and 
the  emptiness  is  what  we  were  all  feeling. 

Berit:  The  whole  idea  of  having  the  window 
up  in  the  corner  away  from  the  blanket  is 
meant  to  represent  him  looking  down  on  the 
quilt  scene.  The  quilt  was  supposed  to  have 
a  feeling  of  his  having  been  there,  it  was  all 
crumpled  up.  In  my  mind  he  had  just  gone 
into  the  water  for  a  dip.  That’s  what  he 
wanted.  The  whole  week  before  he  died  he 
talked  about  wanting  to  go  swimming. 

GCN:  How  are  you  all  feeling  about  Leni 
right  now? 

Jan:  I  feel  sad.  I  miss  him,  a  lot. 

Berit:  I  feel  full  of  his  energy  right  now,  the 
way  I  felt  last  weekend  when  we  sprinkled 
his  ashes.  It  brought  him  back  temporarily. 

Michelle  B.:  Last  Saturday,  when  we  did  the 
ashes,  was  the  saddest  I’d  ever  felt,  because 
it  felt  like  that  was  it.  Today  I  feel  that  he 
would  feel  happy  that  we  are  talking  to  you, 
and  that  it  is  going  to  be  printed  in  GCN. 

Michelle  G.:  I  went  through  a  very  strange 
experience  [with  the  ashes];  I  could  not 
touch  them  in  the  beginning.  The  whole  idea 
absolutely  repulsed  me.  Then,  I  couldn’t  let 
go  of  them.  There  is  still  something  I  am 
having  trouble  letting  go  of. 

Betsy:  I’ve  been  thinking  of  Leni  a  lot  lately, 
especially  because  we  did  the  ceremony  last 
week  in  Provincetown  and  because  we  were 
meeting  tonight. 

Jan:  We  all  experience  the  grief  in  our  own 
way,  but  having  the  group  here  is  a  way  in 
which  his  spirit  lasts  longer.  We  have  all 
these  active  memories  to  share  with  each 
other.  I  feel  really  fortunate  to  have  this 
group  and  I  really  hope  that  other  people 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  pull  this  type  of 
energy  together  when  their  friends  go 
through  something  as  hard  as  to  be  dying  of 
AIDS. 

Betsy:  Or  dying  of  anything. 

Michelle  B.:  I  think  this  is  also  a  rebirth  for 
us.  That’s  why  Michelle  G.  had  mentioned 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  tremendous  changes 
that  we  have  all  made  and  while  sometimes  I 
get  all  bummed  out  I  look  at  people  who  are 
dying  of  AIDS  and  I  tell  myself,  “Oh 
Michelle,  let’s  get  over  this  depression.”  I 
love  life.  I’m  going  to  really  grasp  it  pas¬ 
sionately.  Like  Leni  would  say,  "Just  do  it, 
do  it.”  That’s  what  I’m  going  to  do.  □ 


Special  thanks  to  Peggy  Lynch  for  helping 
me  brainstorm  questions  for  this  interview 
and  to  Jan  Puibello  for  her  editorial 
assistance. 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arhara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


A  trade  r\changr  U: 

a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  vfllinj  *> 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchange  of 
foods/services  Throuth  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks.  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling  . . 

1  -  800  -  426  -  7164  or  S13  -  767  -  9190 

via  post  113  E  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  4S387 
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A  SPIRITUAL 
v  RETREAT  FOR 
LESBIAN  WOMEN 


March  3  -  March  5,  1989 

We  will  celebrate  Lesbian  wisdom  with  meditation, 
chanting,  ritual,  visualization,  and  healing. 


with  DIANE  MARIECHILD 

teacher  and  author  of  Mother  Wit 
and  The  Inner  Dance 

and  her  partner  SHULI  GOODMAN,  singer  and 
ritual  performance  artist 


A  residential  program  held  at  Essex  Retreat  Center, 
North  Shore,  a  10  minute  walk  from  the  ocean. 


All  expenses,  room  and  board,  luxury  spa,  $225.00 
Limited  space  -  call  early. 

For  information  and  registration  call 

Full  Circle  Workshops  413-259-1657 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
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•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
- - - J 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  ‘‘no  sex  is  best’’  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
dean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefited  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807465S 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington. 
D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (4IS)  864  4376 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
4617)  267  2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

(AMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
6I7-S22-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868  3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P  O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 
National  gay  8  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522- i 464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR,  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  A v 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earie  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W, 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

1 86 '/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/r  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq. .  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave, 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  (or  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave 
Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437  9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P  O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02105 
1-800 352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  Sr.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523  7664 

Unitarian  Universal® 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  -  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445  1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338  7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482  2900 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 
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UHAT'S  SO  HARD  ABOUT  THAT  ? 
I'LL  WAIT  TILL  she  wakes  up/ 


MAytt  AFf£R  SHE'S 
HAD  LOME.  COFTEE  •  ■ . 


I.  Gfi£AT'  (VOW  SHE'S  WATCHtrVG 
FOOTBALL,  how  ROMANTIC- 


I'LL  TELLHER.  WHEN  SHL> 
TTffOUdH  WfTH  THE  PAPER 


OC5RM  Do  My  LAUNDRY 
FIRST,  TROUGH 


I'M  OKAY/  IJCRE'y  ALL 
(His  ROTTEN  STUFF  in 
tHL  FR|DGE.,THATJ  All' 
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DOING? ace  you 
OKAY?  YOU'VE 

etuv  4-T/nlt  so 

WEIRD  AU&Ay  ! 
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YES  |  LOVE  YOU, 
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NOW  WHAT  Do  WL  CD? 
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Do  you, 
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Cartoons  by  Kovick 


Rules 

Continued  from  page  3 

tation  Amendment  eliminates  homosexuali¬ 
ty  and  HIV  antibody  status  as  legal  reasons 
for  excluding  immigrants  from  entering  the 
country; 

•  $2  billion  in  AIDS  appropriations  is  be¬ 
ing  advocated  by  lobbyists  for  research,  care 
and  education  in  fiscal  1990.  The  Bush  ad¬ 
ministration  has  proposed  $1.6  billion. 

Bray  said  the  Disability  Act  and  the  Hate- 
crime  Statistics  Bill  have  the  best  chances  of 
passing  this  year.  He  said  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Act,  which  currently  has  70 
sponsors  in  the  House  and  10  in  the  Senate, 
is  probably  years  away  from  passing,  but 
that  HRCF  expects  to  pick  up  a  number  of 
new  sponsors  this  year. 

“We  are  a  long  ways  away  from  passing 
most  of  these  bills,  but  that  doesn’t  mean 
1989  won’t  be  a  productive  year,”  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  lob¬ 
byist  Perry  Jude  Radecic  told  GCN.  She 


said  that  although  she  thinks  the  Bush  ad¬ 
ministration  will  probably  be  easier  to  work 
with  than  the  Reagan  administration, 
NGLTF  doesn’t  expect  to  have  an  ally  in  the 
White  House.  Warning  that  the  right-wing 
will  be  back  in  force  again  this  year  Radecic 
said,  “They  have  proven  to  be  very  suc¬ 
cessful  at  turning  out  large  amounts  of  mail 
to  oppose  what  they  perceive  to  be  gay- 
related  legislation.  They  should  be  stronger, 
than  ever.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Kowalski 

Continued  from  page  I 
needs.” 

Thompson  added,  “I  think  they  [Donald 
Kowalski  and  Fena]  hung  themselves. 
Donald  Kowalski  has  proved  that  he  really 
doesn’t  care  about  his  daughter’s  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  care,”  she  added. 

According  to  Campbell’s  Dec.  28  ruling, 
Sharon  Kowalski  will  receive  communica¬ 
tion  and  other  therapy  for  at  least  60  days. 
During  that  time,  her  medical  evaluators 
will  also  make  recommendations  about 
visitation,  taking  into  consideration  the 
regulations  at  the  facility  and  Sharon’s 
wishes.  According  to  Thompson,  this  provi¬ 
sion  in  the  judge’s  order  clearly  takes  away 
Donald  Kowalski’s  right  to  control  who 
visits  Sharon.  But  although  she  expresses 
confidence  that  she  will  soon  be  allowed  to 
see  her  lover,  her  enthusiasm  is  tempered  by 
her  anger  that  the  Kowalskis  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  separate  her  and  Sharon  for  three 
and  a  half  years.  “While  we  have  been 
fighting  for  Sharon’s  rights,  they 
[Kowalski’s  parents]  have  had  their  rights  as 
parents  upheld  and  their  hands  held  every 
step  of  the  way.  I  wish  someone  would  final¬ 
ly  tell  them  they  have  blown  it  and  that  they 
need  help.” 

Thompson  said  she  and  her  lawyer  have 
already  sent  a  letter  to  Sharon’s  doctors  say¬ 
ing  Thompson  wants  to  cooperate  in  the 
evaluation  and  rehabilitation  process  as 
soon  as  possible.  “We  told  them  we  are 
aware  that  she  has  already  asked  to  see  me 
[during  the  tests  that  took  place  in  the 
fall],”  said  Thompson.  “I  don’t  know  if 
they  [the  doctors]  are  going  to  call  me  in  a 
couple  of  days,  or  a  couple  of  weeks  or 
what.  It’s  frustrating  because  [giving  the 
doctors  the  power  to  grant  visitation]  still 
keeps  Sharon  a  prisoner.  She  should  be  able 
to  have  people  drop  in  and  see  her  anytime, 
just  like  other  people  in  that  kind  of  institu¬ 
tion.  They’re  still  playing  God  with  our 
lives.” 

At  the  end  of  the  60-day  evaluation 
period,  Kowalski’s  medical  evaluators  will 
submit  a  report  to  Campbell,  who  will  then 
issue  a  further  ruling.  At  some  point  Camp¬ 
bell  is  expected  to  outline  where  Sharon  will 
stay,  who  can  visit  her,  and  what  role  she 


will  play  in  deciding  her  future.  Thompson 
said  she  hopes  Donald  Kowalski’s  rights  as 
guardian  will  be  eliminated  and  that  Sharon 
will  be  found  to  have  at  least  partial  capacity 
—  meaning  she  would  be  considered  able  to 
contribute  to  decisions  about  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  to  her. 

“I  think  we’re  going  to  win  this,”  said 
Thompson,  “just  much  later  than  we 
thought.  [Kowalski’s  move]  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  The  momentum  is  going  our 
way.” 

Caroline  Foty,  the  media  coordinator  for 
the  National  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski,  agreed  that  the  the  move  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  step,  but  cautioned,  “We’re  excited  but 
also  watchful.  There  are  still  so  many  if’s  in 
the  court’s  visitation  procedure.  Yes,  the 
guardian  is  out  of  that  loop  and  we  hope 
that  once  Sharon  gets  a  chance  to  really 
communicate  there  won’t  be  any  stopping 
her.  But  we  can’t  yet  say  that  we’ve  won. 
[The  judge]  seems  to  be  taking  a  slow  and 
conservative  approach  and  that  leaves  room 
for  the  guardian  to  try  and  disrupt  the 
gradual  improvement  of  Sharon’s 
situation.” 

Thompson  added,  “I  think  they  [the 
Kowalskis]  will  try  to  fight  every  step  of  the 
way.  For  them  to  back  off  is  admitting  they 
have  done  something  horrible  to  their 
daughter.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Note:  The  National  Committee  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski  is  in  extreme  financial 
need.  Contributions  can  be  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  at  1725  17th  St.  NW,  Rm.  515, 
Washington,  DC  20009. 

Cleared 

Continued  from  page  3 

fabricated  the  stories,  although  he  did  not 
offer  a  motive.  During  his  cross  examina¬ 
tion  of  Davis  and  his  closing  arguments  for 
the  jury,  Kirby  criticized  Davis  because  he 
didn’t  scream  for  help  in  the  shopping 
center  parking  lot  where  Foley  allegedly 
followed  him  through.  Kirby  also  called 
Davis  a  “liar”  and  emphasized  Davis’  ploy 
to  trace  the  two  license  plate  numbers. 

During  the  trial,  Davis  recalled  the  events 
of  Nov.  25,  1987,  when  he  was  assaulted  in 


the  Haymarket.  Davis  said  Foley,  Gentile, 
and  Guiod  followed  him  into  the  bathroom 
of  the  men’s  bar,  jammed  the  door  closed 
with  a  doorstop,  and  shoved  him  against  the 
wall.  Davis  said  the  three  men,  who  were 
security  guards  with  Security  Forces,  Inc. 
and  working  at  the  Lafayette  Plaza  near  the 
Haymarket,  flashed  badges  and  handcuffs 
and  identified  themselves  as  city  and  state 
police  officers.  Davis  said  they  held  him 
there  for  approximately  half  an  hour  and 
then  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  didn’t  leave 
the  club  immediately  and  if  he  ever  returned 
to  a  gay  club  in  Boston. 

According  to  a  written  statement  Davis 
submitted  to  the  Attorney  General’s  office, 
during  the  assault  Foley  made  several 
references  to  his  participation  in  closing 
down  “porn  shops”  and  gay  bars  in  Boston. 
Referring  to  Buddie’s,  a  Boston  bar  that 
burned  down  in  May  of  1985,  Foley  alleged¬ 
ly  told  Davis,  “That  fire  was  no  accident.” 

Davis,  although  apparently  shaken  by  the 
verdict,  told  GCN after  the  trial  that  the  not 
guilty  finding  would  not  influence  his 
testimony  in  the  upcoming  trial. 

Shannon,  in  response  to  the  verdict,  said, 
“Naturally  we’re  disappointed  with  the  ver¬ 
dict.  Today’s  decision  in  no  way,  however, 
affects  the  standing  civil  rights  order  against 
Mr.  Foley  and  his  co-defendants.  We  will 
continue  with  standing  court  orders  and  if 
we  found  evidence  that  in  this  or  any  other 
case,  those  orders  were  being  violated,  we 
would  not  hesitate  to  bring  charges.” 

The  criminal  case,  Commonwealth  v. 
Foley,  Gentile,  and  Guiod  —  postponed  due 
to  the  subsequent  charges  brought  against 
Foley  —  is  scheduled  to  begin  Jan.  23  in 
Boston  Municipal  Court  and  will  be  pro¬ 
secuted  by  Suffolk  County  District  At¬ 
torney  Newman  Flanagan.  □ 

DHPG 

Continued  from  page  I 

from  the  FDA.  It’s  totally  unacceptable,” 
said  Busby. 

Syntex  refrained  from  instigating  trials 
for  several  years,  according  to  John  James, 
publisher  of  AIDS  Treatment  News, 
because  company  officials  knew  they  could 
not  ethically  conduct  placebo  or  positive 
control  arm  studies  knowing  the  drug  is  ef¬ 


fective.  He  said  that  the  FDA  “in  effect 
punishes  companies  who  make  effective 
drugs  available  to  patients.” 

Stone  denied  PWAs  in  the  study  are  risk¬ 
ing  their  eyesight.  “They  will  be  carefully 
monitored.  Even  the  slightest  change  in 
their  condition  will  be  detected  and  treated 
accordingly....  This  is  the  only  way  we  can 
determine  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  the 
drug.  We  feel  the  study  balances  the  needs 
of  the  patients  with  the  necessity  of  getting 
hard  data  on  DHPG,”  Stone  told  GCN. 

ACT  UP/New  York  also  plans  to  jump 
into  the  DHPG  fray.  On  Feb.  1  a  number  of 
ACT  UP/New  York  members  will  attend 
the  second  meeting  of  the  Presidential  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Review  Cancer  and  AIDS 
Research  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
(NIH)  office  in  Maryland.  ACT  UP/New 
York’s  Bill  Bahlman  said  the  group  would 
push  the  Presidential  Committee  to  halt  the 
DHPG  study.  He  said  the  FDA  is  not  “in¬ 
terested  in  proving  the  drug  works  —  they 
already  know  that.  They  are  interested  in 
proving  that  the  [drug  licensing]  system 
works  even  if  that  means  holding  up  ap¬ 
proval  for  as  much  as  two  years  —  the  pro¬ 
posed  length  of  the  new  study.”  The  FDA’s 
claim  that  participants  will  be  closely 
monitored  contains  a  major  loophole,  said 
Bahlman.  “The  fact  is  that  people  who  are 
sick  are  not  that  easy  to  monitor.  Many  live 
far  away  from  labs  and  may  not  get  in  as 
often  as  they  should.  There  is  definitely  a 
possibility  of  going  blind  in  this  study.” 

Foscarnet,  another  drug  which  effectively 
combats  CMV  retinitis,  faces  similar  licens¬ 
ing  obstacles.  According  to  James, 
preliminary  data  on  Foscarnet,  produced  by 
Astra,  a  Swedish  firm,  indicates  the  drug  is 
even  more  promising  because  it  is  less  toxic 
than  DHPG  and  can  be  taken  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  AZT.  (Some  people  with  retinitis 
cannot  tolerate  DHPG’s  toxicity;  AZT  is 
routinely  suspended  while  people  take 
DHPG.)  NIAID’s  own  report  indicates  the 
drug  is  nearly  80  percent  effective,  yet  the 
FDA  insists  the  drug  undergo  several  ten- 
week  clinical  trials. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Prime 

Time* 


Cocktail  hours,  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday.  A 
complimentary  buffet 
from  5pm  until  7pm. 
With  exemplary 
company! 


The  club  opens  at  noon,  7  days  a  week.  Dance 
at  9  pm  on  weeknights,  at  8  pm  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  at  4  pm  for  Tea  Dance  on  Sunday. 
Every  Monday  holiday  there’s  a  Tea  Dance  at  4  pm. 


51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116 
Info  Line:  330-8669 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

SON-LOVER 

Sought  by  prof.  GWM  for  good  times,  long  lasting  rela¬ 
tionship.  Be  18-plus,  FR  A/P,  GR  P.  Poss.  live-in.  I'm 
$1,  masculine,  clean-cut.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking, 
prefer  slim,  smooth,  dean  shaven.  89  Mass.  Ave.  No. 
179,  Boston,  MA021IS _ (28) 

WOMYN!  Do  you  enjoy  hiking,  camping,  long  walks 
on  the  beach,  dancing,  theater,  and  music?  I  am  a  GWF, 
'31,  looking  for  YOU!  Send  a  letter  to  GCN  Box  342.(28) 

CJ  —  We  still  have  a  date  to  go  to  a  sleazy  motel,  but 
let's  not  take  Josephine,  okay?  Love  you  lots!  —  The 
General.  _ (27) 

THERE  IS  "FOREVER" 

WGF  Bilingual  college  graduate,  writer,  gourmet  cook, 
loves  good  music,  wines;  38;  5'6’\  short.  Black  hair, 
brown  eyes,  strong  looking  yet  sensitive,  funny,  sensual, 
passionate,  caring;  seeking  serious  monogamous  rela¬ 
tionship  to  last  for  a  lifetime.  I've  a  lot  to  offer  to  that 
special  person  who  is  searching  for  honest  love.  I'm  not 
into  mind  games  or  one  night  stands.  No  drugs.  Social 
drinker,  ok.  Prefer  non-smoker  but  will  compromise. 
Anxiously  awaiting  for  you.  GCN  Box  341 . _ (26) 

LOOKING  FOR  LOVE... 

Professional  lesbian,  35,  attractive,  athletic,  fun,  emo¬ 
tional,  looking  for  woman  with  sense  of  humor,  ability 
to  communicate,  body  conscious  and/or  athletic,  who  is 
filled  with  hope  and  trust  that  there  are  a  few  good 
women  left  who  can  understand,  nurture,  grow,  share 
and  give  and  take  in  friendship  and/or  relationship. 
GCN  Box  339. _ (26) 

White  male  32,  handsome,  paralyzed,  dominant,  new  at 
this.  Seek  clean,  inexperienced  discreet  submissive 

young  male  for  my  First  gay  relationship.  Cross  dressing 
and  discipline  required.  Offering  and  seeking  love, 
friendship,  honesty.  Possible  room,  travel,  PCA  work.  I 
need  you,  hurry.  GCN  Box  2000. _ (26) 

HONESTY  ONLY  PLEASE! 

Wanted:  Sincere  honest  gay  womyn  or  men  who  are 
looking  for  a  monogamous  relationship.  Let  us  help  in 
your  search.  Connections,  Ltd.  (617)  353-0256  or  (508) 
875-3224. _ (26) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

GWF,  31,  poet,  attorney,  runner,  activist,  seeks 
GF — creative,  brainy,  physical,  caring,  off-beat,  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  fun.  If  you  enjoy  dancing,  laughs,  arts, 
travel,  politics,  beaches,  sports,  and  adventures  of  the 
mind  and  heart,  send  letter  and  phone  to  GCN  Box  338. 
_ (29) 


PERSONALS 


SEATTLE  BOUND! 

Lesbian  couple  and  13  year  old  daughter,  relocating  and 
looking  for  any  info.,  schools,  neighborhoods,  gay  com¬ 
munity,  jobs,  housing,  from  people  who  live  or  have  liv¬ 
ed  there.  (617)524-0034  or  write  to  GCN  Box  337.  (29) 


SERVICES 


GODIAS  HERBS 

Herbal  therapies  for  the  immune  system  and  carrisyn. 
P.O.  Box  2023  Gloucester.  MA  01930  or  call 
617-522-4094.  (32) 


FOR  SALE 


COMPARE! 

Old  Colony  Village  Homes.  165  Old 
Colony  Ave.,  Quincy.  Featuring  2  &  3 
Bedroom  Units.  All  with  V/i  baths, 
eat-in  kitchen,  garage,  gas  heat,  central 
air,  2  car  parking.  Fully  applianced, 
includes  washer  and  dryer.  Short  walk 
to  Wollaston  T.  Deal  direct  with 
developer.  Prices  from  $154,900  to 
$179,900.  Call  for  appt.  773-8824. 
Mention  this  ad  to  receive  an 
additional  $500  off  selling  price. 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  (508)  744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
(29)  _ _ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
1617/131-1  3tH) 


SERVICES 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20' 


69 
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Gay  Community  News  classifieds 

My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  ol  paper  at  a  cost  o(  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

OlNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00 x. 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x  . 


My  category  is: 

D  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ;  HELP  WANTED 
D  ROOMMATE  WANTED  3  HOUSING  WANTED 

32  APARTMENTS  SUMMER  RENTALS  33  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □PUBLICATIONS  L3  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ 

.  number  of  runs)  $  . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  . 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□SI 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $- 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


»#/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


ii 


for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 

Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 

Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates  | 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


CLASSIFIEDS 

SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Str— t,  Btookline  212- 1  AM 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7B60 


HELP  WANTED 


Job  openings 

News  Editor 


News  Reporter/Circulation 
Coordinator 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work  of 
staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local,  na¬ 
tional  and  international  events  of  importance  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news  stories  as 
necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and  production  of 
the  paper.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing  ability  and 
editing  skills,  ability  to  work  with  others,  strong 
organizational  skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  Deadline  for 
application:  January  27. 

News  Reporter/Circulation  Coordinator: 

Research,  investigate  and  write  weekly  news 
stories,  primarily  about  national  issues,  and,  as 
necessary,  stories  about  Boston/New  England. 
Share  responsibility  for  coordinating  weekly  mail¬ 
ings  of  GCN  to  all  subscribers  and  maintaining 
computerized  subscription  list.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing  ability,  ability  to  work  with 
deadlines,  knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues,  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  well  with  volunteers,  knowledge  of 
computers,  attention  to  detail.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plication:  January  27. 


All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  commitment  to  col¬ 
lective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week  and 
include  eligibility  for  health  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  dental  benefits,  paid  sick  leave  and  four 
weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume,  cover  letter  and 
writing  samples  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply, 

FREE  APT.  PLUS  SWO/MONTH  CLEAR  SALARY 

Work  2  3-day  weekends  per  month  (and  provide 
emergency  back-up  coverage  half-time)  as  a  personal 
care  attendant  for  a  Jamaica  Plain  dynamo  disabled  les¬ 
bian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  and  not  smoke  on  shift. 
Involves  personal  care  and  integrity.  Will  train.  Connie, 
617-524-0921. _ (29) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17,840-$69,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885.  EXT.  R 
6433. _ (27) 

Attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  art  therapist.  Monday 
8:30  a.m.  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  (48  hrs.)  $200  clear. 
Lifting,  driving,  personal  care.  Light  sleeper,  non- 
smoker  preferred.  Call  524-0921 .  (28) 

PART-TIME  PERSONAL  dARE  ASSISTANT 

Many  positions  available  as  PCA  or  back-up  PCA  for  a 
disabled  writer.  Helping  me  to  shower,  dress.  No  lifting, 
but  prefer  those  with  strength  or  balance.  I  live  in  J.P. 
$7.10  per  hour.  No  taxes.  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it 
ring. _ (27) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  driver’s  license.  Live-in 
$225/week.  Weekdays  5-l0pm  $177/week.  Weekends 
$160.  Call  731-6228. _ (33) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass 021 16. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women's  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

Attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  art  therapist.  Monday 
8:30  a.m.  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  (48  hrs.)  $200  clear. 
Lifting,  driving,  personal  care.  Light  sleeper,  non- 
smoker  preferred.  Call  524-0921 .  _ (28) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


BUSINESS 
MANAGER 
PRESS  OPERATOR 


Multi-racial  printing  collective  seeks  new  members. 
Self-managed;  union  shop;  part  of  the  movement 
for  political,  social,  and  economic  change  for  15 
years.  Experience  necessary.  People  of  color  and 
women  especially  encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St.,  Boston,  MA  02130  (617)  524-6822 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Two  rooms  of  large  apartment  in  Medford,  near  station 
and  plaza.  No  pets/smokers/drugs.  $200  each  plus 
utilities.  After  6pm.  Belly  395-0381. _ (28) 

Quiet,  mature  LF  into  healing  arts/creating  a  home 
seeks  same.  Spacious,  cozy  six  room  apartment  near 
T/Tufts/Porter/Davis  Square.  Non-smkr.  $350-plus. 
_  (28) 

EAST  CAMBRIDGE 

GM  and  straight  male  seek  GM  or  LF  for  3BR/2FLR 
apt  in  quiet  nbrhd  $300  plus  utils.  Avail.  Feb.  1.  Please 
call  491  -0855,  leave  message. _ (28) 

2  LFs  seek  another  for  large  room  in  beautiful  JP  house 
w/yard.  Convenient  Green  and  Orange  Lines.  Non- 
smoker,  2  cats  already  in  residence,  no  more  please 
$280/mo.  plus  utils.  Alternately  could  be  available  as  pt- 
time  rental  or  group  or  work  or  work  space,  ph. 
524-2906. _ (28) 

WELLESLEY: 

Seeking  LF.  veg,  nonsmk  to  share  spac.  5  rm.,  co-op 
w/3  grads.  300-plus  util/mo.  239-9918.  Pk.  W/D.  (28) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  Brighton  apartment  in  house.  No 
smoking,  vegetarian,  must  love  pets,  no  more  please. 
$300  plus.  Call  (617)  254-0407, _ (27) 

Somerville:  2F  seek  3rd  (25  plus)  to  share  large  3 
bedroom  duplex  near  T.  $300  plus  623-7065. _ (27) 

SOMERVILLE 

Two  independent  LFs  seek  LF  to  share  3BDRM  near 
Davis  Square  T,  porches,  hardwood  floors,  smokefree, 
petless.  $288  plus  util.  Available  Feb.  1.  We’re  friendly, 
quiet,  responsible.  Call  us.  Sheila  628-1957,  Tina 
628-0243.  (28) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 


APARTMENTS 


One  bedroom  apartment  in  Dorchester  near  red  line,  fireplace, 
owner  occupied  house.  575.00  includes  heat,  hot  water,  use  of 
washer/dryer.  Call  436-8490  aft  6pm. _ (27) 

FRONT  PAGE  REALTY 

Gorgeous  4  room  apartment,  enormous  living  room  with 
space  for  piano  or  grand  furniture,  gleaming  hardwood  floors, 
fan  lights  throughout,  dishwasher,  disposal,  Victorian 
black/whitc  bath,  $850.  2684700. 

1  bedroom  apartment,  ultra  modem  kitchen  &  bath, 
elegant  lighting  fixtures,  $775.  Front  Page  Realty,  2684700. 

_ (27) 


Somerville 

Spacious,  sunny,  2  BR  Apt.  in 
Winterhill.  New  K  and  B,  5 
min  to  Sullivan  Sq.  T,  walk  to 
shopping.  $  700/mo.,  plus  util. 
Avail.  3/1/89.  Call  628-4074, 
leave  message.  _ 


VACATIONS 


RAYNOR’S  MOTOR  LODGE 

A  modern  motel  in  the  heart  of  the  White  Mountain  Ski 
Area  for  gays.  We  are  located  along  the  Gale  River  in 
the  picturesque  village  of  Franconia,  NH.  Ski  Cannon 
Mountain  with  Peter  or  simply  enjoy  our  mountain 
views.  Write:  Box  10,  Franconia,  NH  03580  or  call 
1-800-634-8187.  Peter  and  Dieter,  Innkeepers.  (32) 
SKI  from  our  door  onto  pristine  snow  trails.  Cozy  infor¬ 
mal  setting  in  Vermon.  Wood  fires,  delicious  vegetarian 
meals,  gorgeous  scenery.  Mid-week  discounts.  Lesbian 
owned  and  operated.  GREENHOPE,  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (2?) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  Farmhouse/Inn  nestled  in  Vermont’s  mountains. 
X-country  ski  from  our  door,  downhill  nearby  at  Stowe. 
Lesbian  owned  and  operated.  Gay  men  welcome.  Veg. 
meals,  smoke-free.  Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (27) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 

Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en¬ 
trances  and  free  parking.  Continental  breakfasts,  com¬ 
mon  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central 
Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657, _  (27) 


Did  you  get  a  new  HUMIDIFIER  for  Xmas?  Wanna  give 
us  your  old  one?  Just  call  Mike  at  GCN,  (617)  4264469. 
Thanks. _ (26) 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


LF  seeks  roommate  to  share  apt.  in  Belmont.  Fireplace, 
backyard,  near  T.  Quiet  neighborhood,  $380  plus 
utilities.  484-7305. _ (26) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  and  BiF,  29  and  28  seek  F  25  plus  for  3  bedroom 
apartment  in  Somerville.  Independent  and  quiet  home, 
near  T  and  Harvard/Inman  Squares.  No  pets  or  smok¬ 
ing  please.  We  have  a  cat.  $255  plus  utilities.  Available 
Feb.  1,  Call  492-7653. _ (27) 

DORfASHMONT  LUX  SING  FAM  'SAFE* 
Luxurious  single  family  4  bedrm  home.  Liv  rm.  Din  rm. 
Kitchen,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  porches,  deck, 
yard,  offstreet  pkg.  Two  bdrms  are  yours.  Fresh 
paint/paper.  $525  near  T.  Diane,  734-2189.  Lv.  mess. 
_ (27) 

2LF  friends  seek  roommate  25-plus  L/Bi  for  our  happy 
Somerville  house.  Large,  sunny,  homey,  3  BR, 
drug/smoke-free.  $300-plus.  Call  623-5535. _ (27) 

2LF  seek  GM  or  LF,  non-smoker,  no  drugs,  min. 
alcohol,  for  spacious  4BR  Ashmont  Hill  apt.  $350  plus. 
Call  282-9317,  (message). _ 07) 

2  LFs,  28  and  23,  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF 
25-plus,  with  sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville 
apartment.  Have  cat  who  wants  feline  companion. 
Available  1/15,  $310plus.  776-7909. _ (27) 

Seeking  2F  roommates  to  join  3F  in  multiracial 
household  in  JP.  250-plus  avail,  immed.  Keep  trying  in 
p.m.  524-1303,  leave  a  message. _ (27) 


APARTMENTS 


GATEWAY  TO  EVERYWHERE 

Huge  renovated  3  BR  apt.  Near  major  highways  and  T. 
Perfect  for  2  couples  or  3  roommates.  $800  month,  Chelsea. 
Call  A  del  Prado.  727-7773.  884-6644 _ (28) 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

■Alexander  .Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob,  Dept.  GCN,  2423,  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOII. _ jex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA 02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _  _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  Weld  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  informal  n  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  S  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


ATTENTION!!! 

Our  yearly  ‘update’  letter  to  ALL 
prisoners  getting  GCN  will  be  going  out 
soon.  We  are  asking  you  to  write  us  and 
let  us  know  if  you  want  to  keep  getting  the 
paper  by  FEB.  28!  There  are  also  some 
other  offers  and  questions  that  you  can 
respond  to  or  not,  as  you  like.  But,  you 
MUST  at  least  let  us  know  about  getting 
the  paper  (or  we’ll  assume  you’re  out  ana 
the  mailroom’s  just  tossing  it  out,  so  we’H 
stop  sending  it).  You  should  get  the  letter 
by  the  end  of  January  for  sure 


FREE  SEX  !!! 

OK,  now  that  I  have  your  attention,  we 
Need  DICTIONARIES  (again)  (sigh)... 
And  we  always  will,  so  the  refrain  goes 
(and  it’s  true!)  Think  of  keeping  an  eye 
out  for  cheap  dictionaries  as  your  way  of 
fulfilling  your  fantasy  of  being  an  English 
teacher.  (Believe  me,  they’re  important 
‘tools’  for  many  prisoners.) 


PENPALS! 

Prisoners  and  people  outside  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  being  penpals  can  write  to  the 
following  address.  Send  a  short  note  say¬ 
ing  something  about  yourself.  Also,  they 
have  a  newsletter  with  lots  of  useful  info 
in  it.  It  costs  $2  to  prisoners  who  can  af¬ 
ford  it,  and  is  free  to  those  who  can’t. 
Write:  Antigone — Nat.  Comm,  on  US 
CqrrjJBox  308^^armington^lI  48332 


Gay  Male  Prisoners! 

Submissions  are  now  being  accepted  for  vol.2  of 
the  NABWMT  (National  Association  of  Black  & 
White  Men  Together)  Journal.  Poetry,  social 
commentary,  art  and  fiction  are  needed.  The 
deadline  is  March  I.  Send  to  NABWMT,  c/o 
David  Lott,  222  E.  Ormsby  Ave,  Louisville  KY 
40203. 

POETS!  An  anthology  is  being  put  together 
about  our  community's  experience  with  AIDS. 
Poems  may  be  about  any  aspect  of  AIDS  or  your 
response  to  the  epidemic  The  collection  will  in¬ 
clude  both  well-known  and  new  writers.  Please 
mail  to:  Anthology,  51 1 1  Genoa  St,  Oakland  CA 
94608.  Deadline  is  |une  30. 


GCN  Prisoner-readers:  PLEASE  SHARE  your 
GCNs  (when  possible),  rather  than  each  one  of 
you  asking  for  his/her  own.  (We  really  can’t  send 
them  free  to  all  of  you!)  Thanks. 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 52L4H* _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  magazine.  I 
enjoy  it  every  time  I  read  it.  I’d  like  to  write 
some  ladies  to  help  me  keep  in  touch  with  the 
free  world.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615,  Box 
1 1492,  MBCC-EHU,  Oklahoma  City  OK  73136 


I’m  a  31  yr  old  Libra,  Black,  and  would  like  to 

hear  from  women.  I  enjoy  music,  poems,  and 
like  to  write.  Hope  to  find  someone  who  is 
looking  for  a  friend.  Christine  KENNEDY, 
8157,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


I‘m  presently  incarcerated  for  retail  theft.  I’m  a 
mother  of  two  girls,  12  and  17.  I’ve  been 
divorced  for  10  yrs  and  out  of  the  closet  since 
then.  1  was  unhappy  in  my  bisexual  marriage. 
My  mother  keeps  my  children  while  I’m  here. 
I’m  enrolled  in  college.  1  love  Jazz,  gospel, 
skating  and  reading.  Deborah  TURNER,  6987, 
PO  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. _ 


Enclosed  with  this  ad  please  find  my  con¬ 
tributing  article  for  February’s  celebration  of 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  history  and  awareness. 
Please  place  my  name  and  number  at  the  end  of 
it.  Also  Mike,  I’m  reaching  out  (again)  to  see  if 
there’s  someone  out  there  who  would  help  me 
get  an  inexpensive  typewriter  to  continue  my 
legal  work  (for  myself  and  others)  as  many 
things  just  have  to  be  typed.  I  hope  someone 
will  surprise  me  and  write  about  helping  out. 
Thank  you  so  much  for  the  paper!  Israel 
PERKINS,  107028  Oak  3,  Angola  LA  70712. 

Transsexual  doing  3  years  in  Nev.  Women’s 
Corr.  Ctr.  Would  love  to  hear  from  some 
special  man  to  bring  some  sunshine  into  my 
life!  Linda  HUGHES,  24391,  Box  7007,  Car- 
son  City  NY  89701, 


Pre-op  TS  looking  for  people  to  write.  It’s 
lonely  in  here.  Race  and  age  not  important.  En¬ 
joy  reading,  writing,  walks  in  the  rain,  cooking, 
and  making  love  with  my  man.  Charles  ‘Cyn¬ 
thia  Ann’  McCORKLE,  133442,  Holman  Unit, 
Holman  37,  Atmore  AL  36503. 


Bisexual,  handsome,  and  very  lonely.  It  doesn’t 
matter  who  writes.  Love  to  hear  from  you.  I 
think  it  would  help  me  pass  my  time  and  learn 
something.  Thanks.  Tony  CASEY,  402530,  Rt 
1  Box  150,  Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75861. 


Struggling  writer,  voracious  reader,  somewhat  nuts 

WellT  it's  the  start  of  a  new  year  and  I  reckon 
time  to  give  everything  a  fresh  start.  My  first 
try  at  a  penpal  ad  didn’t  pan  out,  but  I’ll  try 
most  anything  twice.  (Makes  for  an  interesting 
life  sometimes.):  attached  but  still  lonely  young 
gay  seeks  correspondence.  Struggling  writer, 
voracious  reader,  somewhat.  Looking  for  cor¬ 
respondence.  John  Hughett,  Rt  1  Box  36, 
Jackson  NC  27845. 


I  am  33,  look  22,  am  GM-TS  and  go  by  the 
name  Stephanie  Lynn.  I  would  love  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  LF  &  GM  on  the  streets  or  in  prison. 
1  am  sincere,  very  understanding  and  not  into 
headgames.  My  hobbies  are  reading  and 
writing  letters,  music,  dancing,  camping, 
holding  hands  and  cuddling  and  carressing  and 
sex.  Please  write.  Thomas  CHADWICK, 
84279,  Box  128  (3-11-R-4),  Eddyville  KY 
42038. 


1  don’t  have  the  money  to  help  GCN  right  now 
but  I’m  enclosing  some  stamps.  Maybe  that  will 
help  somebody.  I  hope  to  come  to  Boston  and 
get  involved  somehow.  I’m  gay  and  have  made 
parole  but  they  won’t  let  me  out  until  I  have  a 
place  to  live  (in  Georgia,  for  the  time  being).  I 
have  my  own  money.  I  just  need  an  address  un¬ 
til  I  can  get  on  my  feet.  Please  if  you’d  like  to 
help  out,  write  SOON.  Joseph  BAGWELL, 
EF-207007,  CCI-CI-0,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd, 
Macon  GA  31213. 


Dominate  top  diaper  wearer  wishes  to  meet  and 
write  bottom  submissive  diaper  wearing  TV  or 
TS.  I  can  make  your  life  very  nice.  Come  on 
lover,  please  write.  William  LACEY,  206637, 
Box  A,  Oakdale  I A  52319. 


RICKY  MOULDER,  don’t  give  up  hope!  I’m 
still  trying  to  get  in  touch.  They  are  returning 
my  letters  to  you.  I’ll  keep  trying.  Lee/Larry 
Henderson,  3204  Varnum  St,  Mt  Ranier  MD 
20811. 


BRIAN  MORGAN,  where  are  you.  Were  you 
moved?  Please  write.  Ricky  MOULDER,  Unit 
7,  15371-077,  Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX  75159, 
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I  have  no  family  to  really  keep  in  touch  with  so 
that’s  why  I’m  sending  this  letter  to  you.  If 

Possible  I’d  like  2  or  3  penpals,  white  or  black. 

m  not  at  all  choosey.  My  skin  color  is  brown, 
between  dark  and  light.  I’m  into  a  lot  of  wild 
and  crazy  things  when  it  comes  to  having  fun. 
Robert  McCLARY,  M-7349,  Drawer  R,  Hun¬ 
tingdon  PA  16652. 


Walta  Borawski 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted 


21  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  For  Love  and  For  Life:  The  1987 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 

a  multi-image  slide-show  by  Joan  E.  Biren  (JEB).  To  benefit 
GCN.  Paine  Hall,  Harvard  U.,  8pm.  $6-10,  sliding  scale. 
No  advance  ticket  sales.  Wheelchair  accessible,  sign 
language  interpreted.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469,  tty 
617/426-0332. 

Cambridge  □  The  Alley  Theatre  presents  Getting 
Out,  a  drama  about  an  incarcerated  self-destructive  teen 
who  evolves  into  a  rehabilitated,  self-sufficient  woman. 
Runs  through  2/25.  1253  Cambridge  St.  8pm.  Info: 
617/491-8166. 

Boston  □  Dim  sum  brunch  in  Chinatown  with  the 

Boston  Bisexual  Men’s/Women’s  Networks.  Meet 
in  park  next  to  Chinatown  arch.  10:45am.  About  $6.  Info: 
617/BIS-MOVE. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  South  East  Gay  And  Lesbian 
Country  Dance  Series.  1st  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain 
(Unitarian),  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  8-1 1  pm.  $5.  Info:  Bar¬ 
bara,  617/625-9166. 

22  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Brookline/Brighton/Allston  Lesbians 
Potluck.  Dinner  6pm;  discussion,  8pm.  Info: 
617/566-2558. 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 

(GLOW)  monthly  potluck.  7pm.  Info:  Kevin/Rich, 
617/926-5371;  Janice.  484-0280. 

Boston  □  Women  in  the  Arts  Showcase  presents 
Cheryl  Wheeler  at  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7:30pm.  $5.  Info:  617/423-7730. 

Boston  □  Lesbians  in  Nursing,  a  new  group.  Potluck 
dinner  at  6pm.  Info:  Janice,  617/254-4443. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
men.  "Alcoholism  and  the  Older  Gay  Male.”  Lindemann 
Health  Center,  25  Staniford  St.  2-4pm.  $1.  Info:  Box  352, 
Reading,  MA  01867. 

24  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  David  Leavitt  reads  from  his  new 
novel,  Equal  Affections,  at  the  Brattle  theater,  40  Brat¬ 
tle  St.  Sponsored  by  Wordsworth  Readings,  a  new  series. 
5:30pm.  Autographing  party  at  6:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-4223 

Cambridge  □  Training  in  self-defense  at  the 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  office  on  720  Mass. 
Ave.  Info:  617/523-7664. 

Boston  □  Living  Well  Workshop  on  massage,  polarity 
therapy  and  acupuncture.  All  welcome  but  directed 
towards  those  who  are  HIV  positive.  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  93  Mass  Ave.  4th  floor.  6pm.  Free.  Info: 
Paul.  617/267-0900. 

25  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Poet  Waita  Borawski  reads  in  the  east 
end  of  the  reading  room  at  Kl.T.’s  Humanities  Library, 
Building  14.  3pm. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Couples:  Relationships  with 
their  Parents,  sponsored  by  Focus  Counseling.  Gutman 
Library,  Appian  Way  &  Brattle  Sts.  8-9:30pm.  $10/15.  In¬ 
fo:  617/876-4488. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Partners  of  Incest  Survivors 

The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  Info: 
617/354-8807.  (TTY/voice). 

26  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  will  protest  the  FDA’s 
withholding  of  a  sight-saving  drug  from  PWAs  JFK 

Building,  Government  Center.  Il:30am-lpm.  Info: 
617/492-2887. 

Boston  □  Kick-off  reception  for  Northeastern’s 
Gay/Lesbian  Alumni  Association.  Frost  Lounge, 
Northeastern  Univ.  6-8pm.  Info:  Ray,  617/727-2266. 

Cambridge  □  Sara  Laughs  at  TT  the  Bear’s. 
Brookline  St.  (Central  Square)  9pm.  Info:  617/492-0082. 

Boston  □  Drop-in  night  for  women  to  talk  about 
AIDS  issues.  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  93 
Mass  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  6:30-8pm.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Free.  Info:  617/267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Mt.  Holyoke  College  Lesbian  Alum¬ 
nae  Network  Party.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7pm.  Info:  Liz,  (508)  635-9655. 

27  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St., 
near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN, 
617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  George  Stambolian  reads  from  his  work 
Men  on  Men  2:  Best  New  Gay  Fiction  at  Glad  Day 
Bookshop.  673  Boylston  St.  8pm.  Info:  617/267-3010. 

New  Hampshire  □  Snowshoeing  with  the  Chiltern 
Mountain  Club.  To  1/29.  Info:  Roy  (before  9:30pm) 
617/661-1436. 

New  Hampshire  □  Beginning/Intermediate  cross¬ 
country  skiing  with  the  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Over¬ 
night.  $20.  Info:  John,  617/648-9185. 

Springfield  □  Faerie  Tales:  Gay  People  in  Fantasy 
Literature  and  Vampires  and  Homo-eroticism, 

two  panels  sponsored  by  the  Gaylaxians,  New  England 
Science  Fiction  Association's  convention.  Boskone  26, 
Sheraton-Tara  and  Marriot  Hotels.  Info:  The  Gaylaxians, 
Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

28  Saturday 

Boston  □  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Leadership  Ban¬ 
quet.  B.U.  Ballroom,  775  Commonwealth  Ave.  5pm. 
$30.  Info:  617/424-1041. 

29  Sunday 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  Political  Committee  meets  at  United  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  6:30pm.  Info: 
508/753-0417. 

30  Monday 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

volunteer  ntght  meeting.  All  women  welcome.  7:30pm. 
Info:  617/247-6683. 


31  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Our  Community’s  Responses  to 
Violence,  discussion  sponsored  by  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Boston.  720  Mass.  Ave.  7pm.  In¬ 
fo:  617/523-7664. 

Boston  □  Living  Well  Workshop:  Introduction  to 
Massage.  All  welcome  but  directed  towards  those  who 
are  HIV  positive.  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.  6-8pm.  Info:  617/267-0900. 

February  I  Wednesday 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project  general  meeting. 
Piemonte  Room,  City  Hall.  7pm.  Info:  617/451-9003. 

Boston  □  Jimmy  James,  Impersonator  at  Club 
Cabaret.  209  Columbus  Ave.  Through  2/5.  8pm.  $12/14. 
Info:  617/536-0972. 

2  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  Ail  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Black  Boston  in  the  19th  Century.  Old 

South  Meetinghouse,  310  Washington  St.  1 2: 1 5pm. 
$1.75,  1.25  (students,  seniors). 

3  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  service.  Bring  something  sweet. 
Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  All  welcome.  8pm. 
Info:  617/782-8894. 

Brookline  □  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bi  Swing  and 
Ballroom  Dance.  Casual  attire.  185  Corey  Rd.  2nd 
floor.  Free  lesson  from  8:30-9: 15.  Dancing  from  9: 15.  $4. 
Info:  617/789-4393. 

Weekly  Events 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group  Sensual 
Massage.  For  gay  and  bisexual  men,  through  March  1 1.  551  Tre- 
mont  St.,  studio  406  .  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  617/522-9164. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women's  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  conducts  ongoing  beginning  classes,  and  open 
workouts.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  Tue.  and  Thur.  6-8pm. 
Info:  617/924-3799. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  Women’s  Self- 
Defense  Classes  All  ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wed.  eves..  Sat. 
afternoons  in  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Candace  Van  Auken.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  men.  I/8-3/5.  I636A  Beacon  St.  Beginners, 
7:30-8:30;  Advanced,  8:30-9:30.  $55-60.  Info.  617/522-1444. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7: 30-9: 30pm.  Info:  617/426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/ lesbian 
community,  with  Peter  Sttckel  1/22  Gary  Dotterman  on  civil 
disobedience.  1/29  Sate  Rep.  Mark  Roosevelt  on  the  Gay  Rights 
Bill  in  1989  WROR  98.5  FM.  11:30pm. 


Monday 

Boston  □  Straight  Talk  About  Disabilities,  February  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  Deaf  Community.  M/W  nights  at  7:30pm,  Channel 
A-22. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd., 
Porter  Square.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  Info:  617/864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  1/23  Being  Out/Lesbian 
Visibility.  Nite  out  —  no  rap.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA.  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  In¬ 
fo:  Joe  617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Info:  Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7:00pm.  Info:  6 1 7/49- ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  1/24  Out  or  In¬ 
cognito.  1/31  Men  in  our  Lives.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7:30-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  1/24  Lesbians  and 
Children.  1/31  Aging.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  lower  ampitheater  (next  to  emergency  room  entrance). 
7:30pm.  Info:  617/259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 

sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wednesdays  or  Thursdays.  Info: 
617/492-7273. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it  Sister!”  1/25  Latin  American  Women 
Confer.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston 
Rd.  7pm.  Info:  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male 
sexual  abuse  survivors  Conference  Room,  Cambridge 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30- 1 Opm.  $5.  Info: 
617/498-9881. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivor’s  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Info; 
Sara  Epstein,  Human  Services,  617/979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  Info:  617/492-RAPE. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group  for 
HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs  and  supporters.  Open  to  all  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  SI  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Sana  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  617/426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  273  Music  and 
Storytelling  with  Sue  Kranz  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Calendar  compiled  by 
Erik  Moore 


The  Virgin  Machine.  Directed  by  Monika  Treut. 
With  Ina  Blum  and  Susie  Bright.  Jan.  27-Feb.  I. 
Showing  in  the  5th  Annual  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Film 
Festival,  which  runs  from  Jan.  20  to  Feb.  2  at  the 
Somerville  Theatre. 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

German  filmmaker  Monika  Treut  sure 
has  a  nifty  way  with  titles.  In  1985  she 
and  co-director  Elfi  Mikesch  whet  th'- 
appetites  of  lesbian  cinephiles  everywhere 
with  Seduction:  The  Cruel  Woman.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  except  for  a  luscious  scene  of  a 
tongue  caressing  some  bathroom  tiles,  this 
dreary  look  at  sadomasochism  is  a  tedious 
washout.  The  indefatigable  Treut  —  who 
wrote  a  Ph.D.  thesis  on  the  Marquis  de  Sade 
and  Sacher  Masoch  (a  noted  masochist 
scholar)  —  is  back  with  further  ruminations 
on  women,  bondage  and  luv  in  her  new  film 
The  Virgin  Machine.  This  time  her  movie  is 
so  bad  you  almost  have  to  like  it. 

The  Virgin  Machine  follows  the  exploits 
(exploitation?)  of  a  West  German  journalist 
who  is  obsessed  with  roman- 
|gtic  love.  Dorothee,  played 
|j§  by  the  waifly  Ina  Blum, 
decides  to  abandon  her  lugubrious  surroun¬ 
dings  for  the  over-the-rainbow  dreamland 
of  San  Francisco.  True  to  form,  the  movie 
changes  from  black-and-white  to  color 
when  Dorothee  leaves  Germany  for  the 
U.S.,  and  stumbles  into  a  world  of  wacky 
and  willing  dykes.  The  wide-eyed  Dorothee 
is  unflappably  bemused  throughout  her  San 
Francisco  adventures,  which  include  an  en¬ 
counter  with  a  sidewalk  dildo  saleswoman,  a 
budding  friendship  with  an  offbeat  woman 
she  meets  on  the  beach  (not  Bette  Midler, 
unfortunately)  and  a  frolic  with  a  lesbian 
hooker  through  the  tacky  sideshows  of 
Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

Dorothee  never  really  finds  romantic  love 
in  The  Virgin  Machine ;  in  fact  she  ex¬ 
periences  a  betrayal  which  I  guess  is  suppos¬ 
ed  to  demonstrate  that  dyke  love  is  no 
panacea  for  romantic  yearning.  She  does, 
however,  have  a  romping  good  time  in  San 
Francisco,  a  far  cry  from  the  cartoonishly 
angst-ridden  life  she  led  in  Germany.  Unlike 
the  somber  psychologizing  of  her  grunting 
male  lovers  back  home,  Dorothee’s  San 
Francisco  lez-pals  are  a  fun-loving, 
gregarious  bunch.  The  best  performance 
belongs  to  Susie  Bright,  renowned  editor  of 


Dildo  dynamo  Susie  Sexpert  (R)  in  The  Virgin  Machine 


Ruminations  on  women, 
bondage  and  luv 

The  Boston  Lesbian /Gay  Film  Festival  screens  The  Virgin 
Machine,  featuring  Susie  Bright  in  a  self-parody  as  the 

dildo  expert 


On  Our  Backs,  who  parodies  herself  quite 
amazingly  as  a  connoisseur  of  dildos.  Other 
San  Francisco  lesbians  offer  hilarious  corn- 
ball  cameos  and  musical  interludes  —  such 
as  a  hopping  club  scene  with  the  Blazing 
Redheads  —  which  add  spice  to  this  very 
uneven  picture. 

The  biggest  flop  in  The  Virgin  Machine  is 
the  sex  scene  between  Dorothee  and  one  of 
her  new-found  friends.  This  vanilla  in¬ 
terlude  lasts  but  a  few  moments  and  presents 
only  vague  fondling,  moaning  and  cold 
posturing.  Maybe  Treut  was  trying  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  plot  in  this  Film  rather  than  con¬ 
tinuing  the  lascivious  nonsense  of  Seduc¬ 
tion:  The  Cruel  Woman.  But  surely  there’s  a 
middle  ground?  At  least  The  Virgin 
Machine  offers  a  “doozy”  of  a  lesbian  strip 
act  performed  by  dancer  Ramona  in  sleazy, 
mustached  male  drag.  Miller  beer  will  never 
taste  the  same. 

Treut  has  developed  a  minor  cult  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  wake  of  her  indisputably  original 
films.  The  Virgin  Machine,  which  had  its 
U.S.  premiere  last  fall  at  New  York’s 
Museum  of  Modern  Art,  is  showing  in  the 
current  Boston  lesbian/gay  film  festival  and 
will  likely  pop  up  in  other  film  festivals  and 
at  art  houses.  In  a  new  twist,  Treut  is  now 
working  on  a  big-budget  U.S.  movie,  Susan 
Seidelman’s  The  Life  and  Loves  of  a  She- 
Devil,  based  on  a  novel  by  Fay  Weldon. 
Can’t  wait  to  see  what  kind  of  sparks  ignite 
between  the  leather-clad  Treut  and  the 
film’s  rumored  co-stars,  Meryl  Streep  and 
Roseanne  Barr. 

Note:  Seduction:  The  Cruel  Woman,  starr¬ 
ing  Mechtilde  Grossman,  is  also  showing  in 
the  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Fest.  It 
screens  Feb.  2  only.  See  ad  this  page  for  the 
full  schedule.  □ 


The 

Somerville 

Theatre 

55  Davis  Sq 
West  Somerville 

617-625-1081 

On  the  RED  Line 
Ample  Parking 


1914  -  1989:  75  Y 


The  5th  Annual 

Boston  Gay 
&  Lesbian 

Film  Festival 

January  20  -  Feb.  2,  1989 

Featuring  the  finest  films  from  the 
International  Gay  &  Lesbian  Communities 
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Fri.Sat.  Jan.  20-21 
Paul  Morrissey's 

FORTY  DEUCE 

Kevin  Bacon  recreates  his  Obic-winning 
performance  as  the  boy/hustler/pimp. 

7:30;  Sat.Mat.  3:15 

MALA  NOCHE 

One  of  the  most  popular  films  ever  presented  in 
the  Festival.  5:45,  10:00 

Sun.Mon.Tue.  Jan.  22-24 
East  Coast  Premiere!! 

IN  A  GLASS  CAGE 

Be  warned-this  film  will  provoke  you.  Don't  come 
if  you  are  easily  offended.  A  brilliant  debut  by 
Catalan  Director  Agustin  Villaronga. 

5:30,  7:45,  9:50;  Sun.Mat.  3:15 

Wed.  Thu.  Jan.  25-26 
New  England  Premiere! 

BROKEN  MIRRORS 

The  eagerly  awaited  second  feature  from  Marlecn 
Goriss  (A  QUESTION  OF  SILENCE).  7:30 

ANITA,  DANCES  OF  VICE 

Rosa  Von  Praunheim  fantasizes  that  bisexual  Anita 
Berber  still  lives  in  the  person  of  a  raucous 
75-year  old  Lotti  Huber.  5:45,  9:4S 

Fri-Wed.  Jan  27-Feb  1 
New  England  Premiere! 

THE  VIRGIN  MACHINE 

A  modern  day  Dorothy  follows  the  road  to  the  art 
of  love.  Monika  Treut's  internationally  acclaimed 
production.  5:45,  7:45,  9:30;  SatSun.Mat.  4:00 

Thu.  Feb  2 

New  England  Premiere 

SEDUCTION,  THE  CRUEL  WOMAN 

Lesbian  S/M  underscores  Monica  Treut's  second 
feature.  7:00,  9:45 
BERTRAND  IS  MISSING 
A  charming  variant  on  'Torch  Song  Trilogy'. 
6:00,  8:45 
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Gay  Community  News  Presents: 


For  Love  and  For  Life: 

The  1987  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights 

by  Joan  E.  Biren  (JEB ) 

A  Multi-image  slide  show 


Saturday,  January  21 
8:00  PM 


Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University 
Wheelchair  accessible 
Sign  Language  Interpreted 

$6- $10  sliding  scale 

Info:  617/426-4469  tty:  617/426-0332 


